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I Builders of the Church APOSTLE! 
. ' 

THE BEAUTIFUL DANCE · OF APOLLO AND THE GODDESSES OF SONG 
• 

• 

As the god ot music, Apollo is frequently represented as the leader of the choir of. the Muses, the inspiring goddesses of 
song. In this reproduction of a painting by Jules Romain, a pupil of Raphael, the names of the nine Muses are given 
in Greek. You can easily identify Apollo in the centre with his quiver. The Muses, beginning at the left, are 
Urania (the muse of astronomy), Thalia (comedy), Euterpe {lyric poetry), Polyhymnia (religious music), Terpsichore 

(dancing), Melpomene (tragedy), Erato {love poetry), Clio (history), Calliope (epic poetry) . 

he chose from them twelve men whom he a.Iso 
named apostles." In these few words the 
New Testament tells us of the choosing by 
Jesus of the twelve men whom He selected to 
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be near Him for continuous instruction and 
later to spread abroad His message. 
. The Twelve Chosen Messengers 

The word apostle (from Greek words meaning 
"from " and " to send ") signifies a, messenger 
and teacher. These men were Simon (called 
Peter), Andrew ·his brother, James the elder (son 
of Zebedee), John his brother, Philip of Beth
saida, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James 
the younger (son of Alpheus), Simon (called 
Zelotes), Judas (called Thaddeus, the brother of 
James the younger), ·and Judas Iscariot, who be
trayed Jesus to the high priests and then, over
come with remorse, committed suicide. The 

. number twelve was symbolical, signifying the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Matthias was chosen 

· by the drawing or casting of lots to supply 
the place left vacant by Judas Iscariot. Simon 
Peter and Andrew, and John and J ames the 
elder, were fishermen, and Matthew was a 
" publican " or tax-gatherer. 

SrJve for the very meagre accounts in the New 
Testament, the literature of the early Church is 
so fragmentary that there is no full or certain 
knowledge of the lives of the Apostles. It is 
natural, therefore, that a great mass of tradition, 
much of it unreliable, has sprung up around the 
names of these beloved leaders who established 
the Christian Church. 

Peter, apparently, was the leader of the 
Apostles and was present at most of the inci
dents in the life of Jesus recorded in the New 

• 

Testament. He, with the sons of Zebedee 
(James and John), formed a little inner circle 
within the twelve, and this favoured group was 
present a~ the raising of the daughter of J airus, 
the transfiguration on the mount, and the scene 
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Although 
Andrew, brother of Peter, is only mentioned a 
few times, he too seems to have been latet in
cluded in this little inner circle; for when the 
Greeks asked Philip if they might see Him, he 
consulted Andrew before laying the matter be
fore the Master. A widespread tradition con
cerning Peter holds that he went to Rome and 
suffered martyrdom there (see Peter, Saint). 

Andrew, it is said, suffered martyrdom in 
Greece. What is supposed to be part of his 
cross is enclosed in one of the four great piers of 
the dome of St. Peter's, Rome. This cross is 
reported to have been shaped like a letter X , 
whence comes our "St. Andrew's cross." 

''The Beloved Disciple" 
John, " the beloved disciple," is represented 

~hroughout the Gospels as fiery natured. . After 
the crucifixion, John appears to have been with 
Peter and the other Apostles at Jerusalem, and 
is, after Peter, the most prominent of those who 
bear witness to His resurrection. It is not now 
thop.ght that he wrote the Gospel, the Epistles, 
or the Revelation named in his honour. 

His brother, James the elder or the greater, 
must have been very prominent in the early 
Church. He was the first martyr, being slain by 
King Herod in Jerusalem (Acts xii, I, 2). Some 
authorities believe that John also was slain at 
that time, although tradition has given him a 
long life of missionary service. 

contained In the Easg Reference Fact•lndez at the end o/ this tl.'ork. 
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