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( APRIL 

quantity of fruit, which when fresh has a mild 
neutral taste, and makes excellent jam. 

The apricot, of which there are three species, 
. is a native of China. It was introduced into 

Europe in the days of Alexander the Great. 
Scientific name, Prunus armeniaca . 
APRIL. The Latin word for April comes from 
one meaning " to open,'' and true to its name, 
the month opens the gates that summer may 
enter. April is the fourth month of the year . 
The variable weather of its 30 days, with sudden 
showers an9. sunshine, has given an added mean
ing, and April is sometimes a synonym for fickle
ness. So the eminent poet Sir William Watson 
says: 

April, April~ 
Laugh thy girlish laughter ; 
And the moment after, 
Weep thy girlish tears ! 

• APTERYX) 

Napoleon. In the house is a rather grim, bare 
room, with the uncomfortable looking camp
bedstead that the Field-Marshal always used, 
just as when fighting in Spain or France. It 
is in amazing contrast to the wonderful picture
gallery that always gave the Duke so much 
delight. Another of his treasures was a fine 
statue of Napoleon by Canova, which still re
mains on guard at the bottom of the staircase. 

Apsley House, which stands on the site of the 
Hercules' Pillars Inn, mentioned in one of 
Fielding's novels, was originally built of red 
brick. The stone facing was added during 
Wellington's residence there. 
APTERYX. In New Zealand there lives a bird 
about the size of the domestic chicken, excepting 
for its very long beak, which is cousin to the 
gigantic extinct moas that once roamed about 
the islands with all the stateliness that their 

The custom of playing tricks on April 1 is so height of 12 feet seemed to demand. It is the 
old that its origin has been lost. India from apteryx, called kiwi by the natives because its 
time immemorial has had its spring festival of cry resembles the sound of that word. 
Huli, ending March 31 , in which tricks and The wings are so small that they are quite 
pranks play a large part. In France such a useless for flying, but its legs are stout and strong. 
custom was in practice 0 NE 0 F c H 1 N A, s G 1 FT s T 0 u s The apteryx is the 
in the 16th century. ,..- ·-·· .. .. .... , .. _.... . , only member of the 
Tl).ere the victim was l feathered world that 
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called an "April :fish"; has the nostrils at the 
in Scotland, the name tip of the beak, and 
used is " April gowk/' when hunting for 
and in England "April i worms, beetles and 
fool." ; berries it seems to be 

I 
APSLEY HOUSE. · A l always sniffing, · as 
little crowd of nurse- ; t h o u g h guided by 
maids and children had smell as well as by 
gathered outside a big sight. Another of its 
stone - faced building funny little ways is 
at Hyde Park Corner, that the male bird 
where travellers used · sits on the one or 
to pay toll before en- two eggs that are laid 
tering London. " That during the course of 
is Apsley House," one ; a year. The apteryx 
of the onlookers re- : · does not trouble to 
marked to a little girl, . l build a nest, but in-
u and perhaps if we : stead scoops a hole in 
wait aJ little longer the earth. 
we shall see the victor. ..... ~ ·-: __ ··--·· _ .. -··· _ : These birds only 
of Waterloo." The delicious apricot, which was brought from China to Europe hunt during the night. 

Suddenly a tall man over 2 ' 000 years ago. Although very timid 
on a horse turned out of the courtyard. The they sleep so soundly that even if tapped with 
rider was none other than the Duke of Welling- a stick they rarely do more than flutter their 
ton, who sat his steed with the dignity that one hair -like feathers. For fighting purposes 
might expect in so great a soldier. Boys took they have very sharp claws, which they use 
off their hats, girls curtsied, and the Iron Duke with vigour. The Maoris regarded the kiwi 
turned into the park. as a delicate dish, but the birds have be-

Apsley House took its name from Baron come so scarce that they are protected by 
Apsley, for whom it was originally built, but in sovernment~ and can no longer be killed with 
1820 it was bought by the nation and given to 'impunity. . 
Wellington one of several tributes of gratitude The apteryx belongs to the .Apterygidce family. Scien-
for the splendid work he had done in defeating tific name, .Apteryx australis. 
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