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United States, th~ boundary in the inlet to - Arbitration is as useful also in settling dis
Puget Sound on the Pacific Coast, the con- putes between employer and employee labour 
flicting interests of the two countries in the and capital as it is in preserving peace between 
Newfoundland fisheries and the sealing in Bering nations. Its use has prevented or settled many 
Sea, and most important of all the Alabama bitter strikes and saved large sums of money to 
claims during the American Civil War. employers and men, and untold suffering to the 

The Alabama, built in an English shipyard, wives and children of the latter. It is also a 
was allowed through the negligence of the British powerful weapon to safeguard the interests of 
government to p~t to sea (July 29th, 1862) in the public. 
spite of warnings by the American minister, Australia and New Zealand have led the world 
Charles Francis Adams, that it was intended as in legislation which compels employers and 
a warship for the Confederate government. employees to submit their disputes to the corn
For two years the Alabama ranged the oceans, pulsory arbitration of courts in which both sides 
destroying Northern 1nerchantmen, until it was are represented. Heavy fines and other 
finally sunk by the ·united States cruiser Kear- penalties are provided for violating its pro
sage, on June 19th, 1864. After long discussions visions. (See League of Nations.) 
the British government agreed to submit to ARBUTUS. This is a tribe of evergreen shrubs 
arbitration the claims to damages arising out belonging to the same order as the heather. It 
of the Alabama case. The five arbitrators met has only a few species and most of these are 
at Geneva, Switzerland, in December, 1871. American, but two or three of them are native 
After hearing evidence they decided that Great of Asia, and one has made its way across Europe 
Britain had not exercised" due THIs Is THE A R 8 uT us as far as Ireland. This one 
diligence " in permitting the · is the strawberry tree, which 

- Alabama to escape, and awarded ! • ' grows wild near the lakes of 
to the United States £3,100,000 Killarney and in one or two 
damages. This ended a dis- other situations in Ireland, but 
pute which threatened to dis- is not to be found in Great 

• 

turb the friendly relations be- .. Britain except in gardens. 
tween the two countries. It In September it sends forth 
was also a great victory for clusters of little cream-coloured 
the principle of the peaceable bell-shaped flowers, and these 

• 

settlement of international dis- . · · give rise to round, red berries 
putes by arbitration. . with a rough. surface, which 

It is said that altogether give them somewhat the ap-
there were only 6 cases of pearance of a strawberry. The 
arbitration in the 18th century, ~ berries are not ripe till more 
but 471 in the 19th century. · than a year after the flowers 

Tennyson's Dream have withered. So you may 
The cause of international see a strawberry tree bearing 

peace was further advanced by fruit of one season and blossom 
the Hague court of arbitration · of another, or fruit of two 
established by the Hague Peace seasons at one and the same 
Conferences of 1899 and 1907. time. 
But this could act only when The fruit looks like strawberries, 
both parties to a d i s p u t e ' but h as an unpleasant taste. The 

d f . real strawberry b elongs to an en-
agree to re er 1t to that tri- ·. t irely different family. Two foreign 
bunal. · A more important step · species of Arbutus are somet imes 
was the formation in 1919 of gl'own in our gardens. ScientHic 
the League of Nations, with The berries shown above do not ripen nanie of Strawberry tree, Arbut~ts 

t •t t • ·a· th t until over a year after the flowers have unedo. The tree has a rough r edc"..ish a cons l U lOll prOVl 1ng a gone. bark. Its tough evergreen leaves 
the nations which become mem- have short hairy stalks, toothed 
bers m 'USt attempt to settle their quarrels by edges and a shiny upper surface. The b All-shaped 
arbitration or other peaceful means before re- flowers are supported b y a calyx of 5 sepals and there are 
sorting to war, and establishing a permament 10 stainens and one pistil. 

court to hear such cases. In this way we are ARCADIAo In the beautiful land of Arcadia 
realizing the dream of-the Poet Tennyson, of light-hearted shepherds and shepherdesses spend 
a time when . all their days in joyous dance or wandering 

· through green meadows beneath the fairest of 
The war drum t hrobbed no longer, and the battle-flags <...I 

. were furled skies. Nowhere is there misery or wickedness, 
In the Parliament of Man, the Federation of the world. and all are young and fait. For centuries poets 
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