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Durham Cathedral, "half church of God, half castle 'gainst the Scot." A great deal of the architecture is Norman. 
' 

RCHITECTURE. The 
tendency of buildings 

to reflect the lives and 
thoughts of the people who 
build them has existed in all 
ages, and it is this combina. 
tion of building-science with 
fine art that we call archi· 
tecture. 

The buildip.g problems of 
the earliest savages left little 
room for art, for their homes 

" During the first six thousand years of 
the wQrld, from the immemorial pagoda 
of Hindustan to the cathedral of Cologne, 
architecture was the great handwriting 
of the human race. Not only ~very 
religious symbol, but every human 
thought, has its page and its monument 
in 'that immense book. The human race 
has had no important idea ·which it has 
not written in stone. Humanity has two 
books, two registers, two testaments : 
masonry and printing the Bible of Stone 
and the Bible of. Paper." Victor Httgo. 

them many miles with the 
most primitive means, and 
carving and polishing them 
by hand into columns, 
gigantic obelisks, and great 
building blocks. <c Slavery '' 
is written in bold letters 
across every one of these 
structures. Tens of thou
sands of workers were born 
in their mud huts, grew ol~ 

were simple dens of refuge and warmth, like the 
snow-huts of the Eskimo. The earliest great 
·architecture is that of anoient Egypt and Baby
lonia, and it is among their ruins that our 
history begins. 

·What do those tremendous pyramids and 
temples left by the old Egyptians tell us 1 In 
the first place their vast size and stupendous 
w~ight of masonry show us that the arch~tects 

. were in the grip of · a powerful awe. inspiring 
religion. There is no idea of shelter or daily 
usefulness in these structures. They are the 
tombs of kings and habitations for the gods. 
They tell us of millions of poor people ground 
under the heel of a monstrous tyranny hewing 
great masses of granite and sandstone with small 
hand-chisels in distant quarries, transporting 

in bitter labour under the 
fierce African sun, and died, while a single 
pyramid was raised to please a proud and 
ruthless Pharaoh. 

So there is little of delicate beauty or skilful 
design in Egyptian architecture. It is mostly 
t.he brute force of building, and the decoration 
was obtained chiefly by painting patterns in 
vivid colours or carving figures of · heroic size 
on the polished stones. 

Ancient Babylonia presents a similar picture, 
with one great difference. No stone quarries 
were to be found along the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, so the Baby1onians had to do their 
building with baked or sun-dried bricks. But 
they too constructed temples and palaces on a 
huge scale, the former in the shape of great 
tapering towers rising from the flat plains, the 

contained in the Easy Reference Fact•lndez at the end of this b)ork 
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