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f The Noble Greek Ideal 
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OF EGYPT TO THE SKY-SCRAPE-R 
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Byzantine architecture developed, marked 
by Oriental love of decoration. We see 
above two men inlaying the mosaic of an 
angel on the wall of the great church of 
Santa Soph1a, completed in 537 A.D. 
Below, a long-robed priest is directing 

French townsmen in 
the building of a 13th 
century Gothic cathe-

;rooms, halls, 
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and passage
ways. Egyp
tian architec
ture reached 

dral. Like the Greeks, these men 
are engaged in a la hour of love. 
Religion and pride of craft are 
their motives. To the right and 
above is an El·izabethan man

hand, was alive to the needs and comforts of 
living men. 

Out of this earliest European civilization grew 
the culture of Greece the greatest of its kind 
the world has ever known. The story of Greek 
art in its many phases is told in other articles in 
this work. Here we shall consider orJy how the 
spirit of the Greek people is reflected in that 
a.rchitecture, \vhich is so clear in its simple 

.. beauty that it remains 
' the wonder and delight 
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of men to this day. 
The Greeks were 

above all straight 
thinkers. When they 
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its highest ex
pression in tombs and 
monuments to the 
gods ; Cretan architec
ture, on the other 

sion, typical of 16th century England. Brick 
was now used a gain the first since Roman days. 
In the lower picture we see a bit of the interior 
of St. Peter's at Rome, showing how the Renais
sance architects went back to the round vaults and 
arches of Roman times. Finally we come to the 
steel-rib bed structures of our own time. 
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