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I Kurds who Rob Caravans ARMENIA I 
SIGHTS AND SCENES IN THE LAND OF THE ARMENIANS 
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The pretty Armenian girl in the upper left-hand corner of this gi:oup is a type of thousands who were sold into slavery 
while Armenia was under Turkish rule. The ox-carts on the right have been left there by the peasants who have come 
to town and are marketing in the neighbouring street. The woman at work in the centre shows the type of spinning wheel 
and style of spinning which has been employed in Armenia for centuries. Below are women spinning in the basement of 
a massive stone house almost a fortress such as are common in Armenia as refuges from attacks. On the left are peasants 
with their donkeys loaded with figs on the way to market. Although Armenia is a high plateau, the summers are so hot 

that semi-tropical fruits are cultivated in the deeper valleys . 

of the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers. Armenia 
itself is a high plateau. The winters are very 
cold and the summers are very hot. The 
oriental sun touches the scenery with brilliance 
and turns the sky and lakes to sapphire, but the 
land itself seems barren and untidy. Yet rivers 
are numerous and in their valleys a great many 
crops are cultivated. There are also some 
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famous gardens, especially near Lake Van, the 
largest body of water in Armenia. 

In modern Armenia there are few railways 
and you travel mostly on horseback. An armed 
escort is often necessary, especially in those 
localities inhabited by the picturesque half
civilized people c.alled the Kurds, who often 
make their living by robbing caravans. On the 
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