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I ARMISTICE 

other hand the traveller has little to fear from 
the Armenians themselves, though their mer
chants are shrewd bargainers. The peasants 
are fine stalwart-looking people of distinctively 
oriental appearance, but we would probably 
think they were decidedly primitive in their 
habits. In the towns such as Erivan and 
Erzerum, many Armenians have reached a high 
stage of culture and educ.ation. 

The tragic fate of the Armenians under Turk .. 
ish rule culminated during the World War, 
when perhaps 600,000 were massacred or done 
to death by the Turks. 

Armenia has been the home of the Armenian people 
since prehistoric times. It appears as a kingdom in 
Assyrian inscriptions under the name of Urartu. It 
formed part of the old P ersian Empire and was brought 
under the rule first of Alexander· the Great and then of 
the Romans. Legend traces the descent of its people from 
Haik, son of Togarmah, great-grandson of N oah. Esti .. 
mates of the Armenian population are very uncertain ; 
before the war there were probably 3,000,000 in Turkey, 
Russia, and Persia. The area of the Armenian plateau 
is about 140,000 square miles. 

After the defeat of Turkey in the World War~ the 
people of Turkish Armenia set up an independent 
republic. 
AR'M1STICE. One minute before eleven 
o'clock in the morning of Nov. 11, 1918, the long 
battle front still shook with the deafening roar 
of great .cannon, the hum of countless rifle bul
lets, and the rattling put-put-put of thousands 
of machine guns. One minute after that hour 
a stillness almost of death brooded over the 
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the victorious AJHes on the one side and defeated 
Bulgaria (Sept. 29), Turkey (Oct. 31), Austria .. 
Hungary (Nov. 3), and Germany (Nov. 11, 1918) 
were of a different sort. They contained such 
severe terms that, instead of maintaining the 
existing military situation (status quo), they 
were deliberately framed so as to make it impos
sible for the Central Powers to resume the war. 
They amounted, therefore, to surrender on the 
part of Germany and her allies and forecast the 
peace terms to be imposed on the defeated states. 
(See World War of 1914-18.) 
ARMOUR. From earliest dawn the camp was 
alive with the neighing of horses and the clank 
of armour being donned. For this day, please 
God, the little army of the Black Prince of 
England should face and conquer the vast 
hosts of the French king in the battle of 
Poitiers. 

In the tent of the commander the last council 
of the captains had been held and the Prince 
himself was being arrayed for battle. Over his 
head was drawn the shirt of chain-mail, rein
forced with breastplate and backplate and 
shoulder- and arm-guards of burnished steel 
plates. Next he donned waist-piece and loin
guard, and thigh-pieces, knee-guards, greaves 
and shoes of jointed mail the whole an ingeni
ously fitted combination of chain-mail and steel 
plates. Then the great visored helmet was 
placed over his head, with a coif of flexible mail 

WHEN THE GUNS OF THE WORLD WAR CEASED TO ROAR 

These may be said to be the autographs of big guns recording the end of the World War on Nov. I r, 1918. They were 
" written " on an instrument which records the vibrations produced by guns and so enables experts to determine both 
their location and calibre. The jagged lines on the left show the almost incessant firing which continued up to the very 
minute the armistice took effect. The straight line on the right shows how unbroken stillness suddenly followed, except for 

the two small explosions recorded in the second line. 

.scene, and here and there could be heard the 
faint happy song of little birds. The armistice 
with Germany, which had been signed early that 
morning, had gone into effect. 

An armistice differs from a truce in that it 
extends to the whole or a considerable part of 
the armies of two or more countries, and precedes 
or looks toward negotiations for peace. Advan
ce'S, retreats, or the redistribution of troops in 
the fighting line are forbidden during an armi&
tice, but supplies and reinforcements may be 
brought up. It was an armistice of this sort 

·that was concluded between the Central Powers 
on the one side and Russia on the other on Dec. . . 

15, 1917. 
The armist ices which were concluded between 

to protect the neck; and iron gauntlets were 
drawn upon his hands. 

Piece by piece the jointed plates were fixed 
to shoulder, elbow, hip, knee, and instep, so as 
to permit of the greatest freedom of motion pos
sible ; and all was securely made fast with 
buckles, locks, and rivets. Over all was drawn 
a jupon or sleeveless tunic of cloth, emblazoned 
with the heraldic insignia of the Black Prince. 
Lastly the trusty sword was girt about the 
Prince's waist, on his left arm he took his shield, 
and he was ready to sally forth. 

Such armour as this was the result of centuries 
of progr~ss in warfare. The earliest protection 
consisted of only a shield, to ward off blows from 
club, axe, sling-stone, javelin, sword, or arrow 
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