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!ARYAN 

ow Arthur 
ONG, long ago, according to this story, 

Arthur was the goodliest youth in all 
~~ Britain. Handsome, brave, true-hearted 
and gentle-mannered, he had grown up in the 
old grey castle of Sir Hector, and he had always 
thought of himself as the son of that good 
knight, and younger brother to Sir Tor and Sir 
Kay. 

One day they all rode up to London. King 
Uther had long been dead, and the . ..t\rchbishop 
had commanded the nobles to meet in the great 
church and choose a new ruler. Sir Kay, who 
had just been knighted, forgot his sword and 
asked Arthur to go back for it. The drawbridge 
was up, and the warden was so deaf that Arthur 
could not make him hear. 

The Sword in the Anvil 
Unable to get into the castle Arthur stopped 

at the churchyard and drew forth a splendid 
sword that he saw fixed upright in an iron anvil 
in the midst of a great stone. When he told Sjr 
Hector where he had found the sword, the good 
old knight dropped on his knees and kissed 
Arthur's hand. 

" Sire," he said, "it is your own. That was 
the sword of your father, King Uther. No one 
but ills true heir could have drawn it from the 
anvil. '' . 

Then Arthur learned that when King Uther 
died the wise magician, Merlin, had taken him, 
the infant prince, to Sir Hector. To hide him 
from enemies who would have killed him, the 
good knight had brought him up as his own son. 
Merlin had told the holy archbishop .to so fix the 
royal sword in the anvil that only King Uther's 
son could draw it forth. 

Dedicated to God 
At Christmas, Twelfth Day, Candlemas, and 

Easter, Arthur was called upon to prove his 
right to the throne. The greatest nobles and 
knights in the land were unable to move the 
sword when it was replaced in the anvil, but 
when Arthur touched the golden jewelled hilt 
the blade came free. So Arthur was crowned 
King, and as a sign that he dedicated him
self to God, he laid the royal sword on the 
altar. 

There are many other stories of this famou~ 
monarch. They will always be read and told, so 
that the world never can forget how love and 
truth and justice reigned, in the days of long 
ago, "when good King Arthur ruled the land." 
(See Galahad; Round Table.) 
ARYAN (ar'yan). The great group ·of langu .. 
ages which includes English as well as most of 
the languages of Europe is often called the Aryan 
or Indo-European family. Persian, Armenian 
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and Sanskrit (a language of ancient India) also 
belong to this family. Formerly the term 
Aryan '\vas applied not only to this group of 
languages but also to the peoples who spoke 
them. Most scholars to-day prefer to restrict 
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Sir Percival, wh(} saw the Holy Grail because he was 
Galabad's friend, and next to him the. purest in heart of 

all the knightly band. 

the use of Aryan as a race name to the eastern 
branch of the Indo-European peoples, which 
includes the ancient -inhabitants of Persia and . 
northern India and their modern descendants. 
(See Philology; Races of Mankind.) 
''AS YOU LIKE IT." In a greenwood forest, 
according· to this delightful comedy of Shake
speare, lived a banished duke together with 
many loyal courtiers who .had followed him 
into exile. ~ Thither a little later ca.me this 
banished duke's sweet and lovely daughter 
Rosalind, also banished, and disguised as a 
page. Her lover Orlando, :fleeing a cruel 
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