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ASIA I Whe·re the Continent Ends' 
• . 

S E V E N S T R I K I N G F A C T S A B '0 U T A S I A 

In Asia is the highest point on the globe. Mount Everest on On the other hand, the Dead Sea lies in the deepest hollow 
the borders of Nepal and Tibet rises 29,002 feet above the sea. in the world, I,JOO feet below sea level, in southern Palestine . 
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More than one-half of the world's people live in Asia. Here you No zoo contains such a variety of animals as the jungles of 
see the Arab, the Turk, the native of India, and the Chinaman. Asia, and no botanical garden has such a variety of vegetation. 
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In the wastes of Asia are m~ny such ancient ruins which are 
being fast buried by desert sands. This is a scene in the 

Contrast the scene of arid desolation in the Go bi desert 
with this view of the lands of the monsoons in India, the 

wettest region in the world. desert of Go bi. · 

Asia is not only the largest continent, but also the highest. These two pictures illustrate how the piled-up mass of Asia 
(represented on the right) compares with the average altitude of Europe. It is about three times as high • 
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the .Indian peninsula Italy, though its area is between Borneo and Celebes, where the Aus
one-half that of E urope, aRd the Indo-Chinese tralian flower~ and animals begin to predominate. 
peninsn1:a would be Greece, with the eastern The Philippine I slands are a part of the Asiatic 
archipelago taking the place of the .ADgean fringe, lying east across the China Sea from 
Islands. Then you might think of the J apanese the Indo-Chinese Peninsula. 
Empire as balancing the British Isles. In Asia you will find more than half o£ the 

Notice, however, that the eastern coast of people of the whole world. Two-thirds of 
Asia has not one set of islands but a whole fringe them are yellow people, almost all the rest 
of them. This fringe extends from the very white, with a scattering of bla~k people in In<li.a, 
n.orth to the south, ·so far that you cannot be and a brown race in the Malay Peninsula, which 
quite sure at first where the islands of Asia end has no well-defined rel~tion to the others. 
and the islands of Australasia begin. Science At first as you look at the map it seems 
has, however , drawn a line of demarcation strange that Asia should support so large a 
the W allace line, named after the naturalist population. Most of the continent consists of 
who first indieated it at the Strait of Macassar, places where no one can live at all, or where 
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contained in the Ea.sy Reference Fact•lndez at the end of this Work 
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