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of Trinidad, just off the mouth of the Orinoco 
River in South An1erica. These are chiefly 
in the form of a lake of asphalt about one mile 
in diameter, occupying the crater of what 
seems to be an extinct mud volcano. The 
supply partly renews itself by a constant flow 
of soft pitch from underground sources. Nature 
seems also to say, " Letfs make it handy : " 
for this asphalt lies near the sea, is right on the 
surface ·so that no mining is required, and is so 
pure that it requires almost no refining. The 

· deposit is owned by the British government. 
Making Asphalt from Oil 

In the near-by state of Bermudez, Venezuela, 
is another asphalt lake, covering 1,000 acres, 
and Cuba also yields a considerable supply. 
In California beds of very pure high-grade 
liquid asphalt are found, which even in its 
natural state has the proper consistency f9r 
paving. Deposits also occur in other parts of 
the United States, Canada and several countries 
of Europe. The manufacture of asphalt from 
oil is also an important industry. · 

Raw asphalt is manufactured into a cement by melting 
and mixing it with other forms of bitumen. Clean sharp 
sand heated to 300 degrees is added, and lastly carbonate 
of lime. 

The three substances are mixed thoroughly and 
the product is the mixture used for paving streets. 
Asphalt is employed also for making black J .apa.n varnish, 
roofing felts and waterproofed paper, and for water
proofing foundations of bridges and buildings. 
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deserts of Egypt and western Asia and domesti
cat-ed long bGfore the horse had been first sub
dued in his northern grasslands . 

Wild asses still flourish in the Nubian deserts 
and the 'aricil interior of Asia, where we find the 

' 
njmble kiang and onager of Eastern Mongolia 
and Tibet. Travellers tell us that those who 
have seen the donkey only in its civilized state 
have no conception of its wild ancestor. For 
the latter is o~ of the fieetest of animals, the 
perfection of activity and courage, and high
bred in every act and step. The domestic ass 

·or donkey is descended from the African ass of 
Abyssinia. It is smaller in size than the horse, 
and its colour is usually grey. 

The Festival of the Ass 
The reputation of the ass for stupidity is 

very old. Even the Egyptians represented an 
ignorant person by the head and ears of an ass .. 
In the Middle Ages the boy who was last to 
enter the school on St. Thomas' Day was called 
the '' Ass Thomas.'' In northern France the 
" Feast of the Ass " c,ommemorated the Flight 
of Mary and the infant Jesus into Egypt ; 
Balaam's ass also appeared and uttered pro
phecies. Because of abuses this festival was 
suppressed in the 15th centpry. 

In southern Europe the ass has been carefully bred 
and thus grcat.Iq improved. In the nor·th of India> 
where they arc used by the lower castes, they are little 
taller than a N ewfoundla.nd dog. 

THE WILD ASS OF THE BIBLE 
In Syria and EgYPt the ass is seen a~ 

its best, and is highly prized as a domf\.s
tic animal. Its milk is used for food. 
The leather called shagreen is tanned 
from the skin of the a..c:;s. Scientific 
name, Equus curinus. · 
ASSAS'SINS. Near the end of 
the 11th century a Mohammedan 
named Hassan ben Sabah, estab
lished himself in a mountain 
fortress of Persia. This became 
the headquarters of a secret 
Mohammedan sect, which for 
two centuries spread the terror of 
its name from India to Egypt. 
Instead of fighting his enemies 
in battle,. Hassan resorted to 
secret murders, planned and 
carried out with great skill by 
his numerous followers. 

Here is a picture of the wild ass of Asia, so often referred to in Scripture ; for 
. example, P salm civ, II; Daniel v, 21, and Job xxiv, 5· 

The ''Old Man of the Moun. 
tain," as Hassan was called, de

manded blind obedience from his followers. 
' . 

Asphalt is a solid or semi-solid form of bitumen, black 
or brown in colour, brittle in consistency (though this 
varies from a bright pitchy condition to thick masses of 
mineral tar), and compact. It melts easily at about the 
boiling point of water, and emits a thick smoke of pitchy 
odour. 

Nearly all geologists agree that asphalt is derived 
from fatty and oily accumulations from both animals 
and plants at high t emperatures and pressures. 
ASS. The patient ass is a far older friend of 
man than the horse, for it was captured in the 
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This he obtained in a strange way. He 
maintained beautiful and luxurious gardens, 
carefully guarded, into which he introduced 
his disciples, after giving them a heavy dose of 
a dream-producing drug called hashish, made 
of Indian hemp. The next day the young men 
were told that the magnificent visions which 
they could faintly remember were a foretaste 
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