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Glowing gas which is probably a world in the making.

The Great Nebula of Orlon.

(Photo: Y erkes Obse·rvatorfl.) .
...

STRONOMY. The

-

J

W wonderful are .the Heavens, whose glory sparkles
above us in the silent night ! And how amazing is
the knowledge which the Science of Astronomy enables
man to wrest from them of the Sun, Moon and Planets
of our own Solar System, of wandering comets and misty
nebulae, of the size and constitution . and enormous
number of the fixed stars the nearest of which is so
distant that its light takes three years to reach us, while
others are so remote that rays now coming to the Earth
started .o n their rapid journey some 200,000 years
·
ago!

earliest man and
the simplest savage
could not escape some
thought about things
in nature, the earth
under his feet, the
waters and the winds,
animals and plants,
and the heavens above
his head. The change·
lessness of the ever-changing sky did not escape
the gaze of the early shepherds on the hills,
of the primitive mariner or hunter who guided
his course by the stars, and of the ploughman
who planted and harvested at thew~ of sun and
moon. Everything in life about primitive man
on land and water, his waking -and ·his dreaming
hours, all seemed in some mysterious way to
obey the voices of the heavens, ·t o change with
the shifting stars and moon and the sinking
and rising sun. Is it any wonder then that the
study of astronomy goes back to the earliest
times and that its sc.op~ is as broad as the
universe 1
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Star Study Led to the First Voyages

The ancient Greeks, without telescopes or
modern instruments, obtained a surprising
knowledge of the heavens ; but they owed a
great debt to still earlier peoples, the Chaldeans and Egyptians who lived in the valleys
of the Euphrates and the Nile. It is told of the
e~rly Greek astronomers that they used to go
to Egypt, where the science of the stars was
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