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'AZTECS • The Conquests of Cortez 

BUILDINGS THAT TELL US OF MEXICO'S VANISHED CIVILIZATIONS 

Of the buildings of the ancient Aztecs few remains exist, so thorough was the destruction wrought by Cortez and his men. 
But we can get an idea of the superb structures of the Aztec builders from the many ruins of Maya architecture still standing 
in Yucatan, for the Mayas bore many striking resemblances to the Aztecs in art and customs. This is a picture of the 
so-called Nunnery. or Palace at Chichen .. Itza. Elaborate carved work embellishes the entire fa~ade. In the centre is the 

figure of a god. 

Chinese. 
century. 

Their ealendar dated from the 7th 

Yet over all this learning and love of beauty 

practice, which they claimed had won the favour 
of their gods and brought them power ancl. great
ness. Cortez overthrew their empire and the 

and courtesy brooded 
the shadow of one of 
the most barbarous 
and horrible religions 
the world has ever 
known. Each year the 
Aztec priests sacrificed 
to their numerous gods 
thousands of human 
victims. And the flesh 
of these victims was 
eaten by the nobles 
and the people at 
g r u e s o m e cannil 
banquets. 

THE GREAT AZTEC 
paintings and inserip· 

CA·L END A R S T 0 NE tions telling of the 

The principal aim of 
the Aztec soldier in 
battle was not to kill 
his enemy, but to take 
him prisoner. On the 
appointed day, the 
sinister beat of the 
immense war drums The most valuable relic of the vanished Aztec culture is this 
sounded from the top huge Calendar Stone, weighfng over 20 tons, discovered in 
of the huge tower 1790 on the site of the Tecpan or temple enclosure, which 

. once stood on the site now occupied by the civic centre of 
temple m the centre Mexico City. It is believed to have served as an altar on 
of the city. One by which human victims were sacrificed. In the centre is the face 
one the prisoners of of the Sun God. The circles of symbols tell the Aztec myth of 

the creations and destructions of the world. 
war were led up the . 

early history of 1\iexico 
were destroyed. 

The Aztecs came 
originally from some · 
country far to the 
north. It has been 
suggested that they 
may have been related 
to some of the races 
whose descendants now 
live in Arizona and 
New Mexico. They 
founded the city of 
Tenoclititlan a b o ut 
1325, on the spot oc
cupied earlier by the 
lost civilization of the 
Toltecs. With other 
N ahua tribes, which is 
the name given to the 
whole group of inva
ders from the north, 
the Aztecs formed a 
confed eracy, but 
SDon subjected them 
to a tyrannical rule. 
It was with the help 

winding stairs round the outside of the temple 
and were put to death on the altar. 

of rebel divisions of 
the Spaniards were 
Aztec power. 

the Aztec empire that 
able to overthrow the 

The Aztecs refused to abandon this horrible 

For ong ~abJect not found In it~ alp,obotlcal place .see Information 
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