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BABYLONIA and ASSYRIA t: ~(c~"**~~@j)j::s; j J How Assyrla Ro~e to Powe .. · f 

attention is given to commerce, money and 
banking, as well as to agriculture and the canals 
and dit ches for irrigating the soil. Justice 
was insisted on for the widow, the orphan and 
the poor, but puniahments were usualJy based 

· on the principle, ''an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth." For example, if a house fell 

wild tribes to· the north, the Assyrians gained 
skill in warfare, until they finally aspired to rule 
not only the valley of the two rivers but wider 
stretches to the west. 

Before Assyria had reached this goal, however, 
there had arisen new rivals to its power. These 
were the little kingdoms of Palestine and of 

WHERE ASSYRIA EMPIRE 
Syria, situated · in what is called 
" the fertile crescent " which links 
Mesopotamia with Egypt. Syria 
especially was rich in bustling cities, 
carrying on extensive commerce 
with all of the known world and 
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~ .. ~ · · · ~· · · was not until the middle of the 8th 
century before Christ that Damas
cus, the most powerful city· of 
Syria, fell. The conquest of the 
others soon followed, when, as the 
poet Byron tells us-

The Assyrian came down like the wolf 
on the fold, 

And his cohorts were gleaming in 
pur:vle and gold 

On this map you can trace the story of the short·lived Assyrian empire 
from the days of its founder, Sargon II, to its gteatest extent So years later 

under his grandson Ashur-bani-pal (called Sardanapalus by the Greeks). 

Assyria not only conquered Syria 
and Palestine, but her rule for a 
time extended even into Egypt. 

through the crumbling of its sun-baked bricks 
and killed the son of the householder, the guilty 
builder must also suffer the loss of his son. The 
position of women in these laws was a high one, 
and they frequently engaged in business. 

How the Horse Came to Babylon 
After Hammurabi's death his kingdom went 

to pieces. The wild tribes again descended 
from the eastern mountains to the plains, this 
time bringing with them a strange animal which 
the Babylonians called t' the ass of the East," 
but which we call the horse. The new-comers . 
failed to benefit from the civilization of Baby-
lonia ; instead, their ruder ways became the 
ways of the plains. Even the old Sumerian 
language was forgotten and a Semitic l~nguage, 
related to the Hebrew of the time of Christ, took 
its place. Babylonian progress was effectually 
stopped. 

But in the northern part of the Tigris-Euphra
tes valley there had arisen a new nat ion called 
Assyrict, from its chief town, Assur. At first 
Assur was a small city-state like those of Baby
lonia in the south, and it was usually under the 
control of its powerful Babylonian neighbours, 
fro?TI whom its people borrowed the calendar, 
writing, sculpture, and other improvements of 
civilization. By continual strife with their more 
advanced southern neighbours, and with the 

Two things contributed to this military success 
-first, the Assyrians were the first people 
to learn the use of iron weapons; and second, the 
organization of their whole state, like that of 
the later Prussians, was based on war and 
conquest. Like the Prussians, also, their rule 
was one of ''blood and jron.'' One Assyrian 
king, Sargon II (722-705 B.o.), destroyed the 
northern kingdom of the Hebrews (called 
Israel) and took captive part of its people 

Sinking a City 
Sargon's son Sennacherib (705-681 B.c.) de

stroyed the ancient city of Babylon, and even 
turned the waters of the cana.l over its ruins. 
Sargon II had built for himself a palace far sur
passing anything yet built ; the building covered 
25 acres, and the enclosure was large enough to 
shelter 80,000 people. But this was not enough 
for Sennacherib, and he built as his capital the 
proud city of Nineveh, on the upper course of 
the Tigris. 

Within the palace halls were long stretches 
of pictures of the emperor's conquests, cut in 
alabaster slabs. The men in these reliefs all 
looked alik-e, except that the king was distin- . 
guished by his curled hair and beard ; and they 
were all devoid of expression. But the animals 
on slabs picturing lion hunts and the like were 
very natural, and on the whole the art was far 
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