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[BOYCOTT 

earlier the start the more rapid the progress. 
The gymnasium floor or any open space in
doors or out will serve as a boxing " ring." 

· The only equipment needed is two pairs of 
well-padded gloves. 

Some of the rules which have made boxing 
a clean sport are as follows ; All of the hitting 
must be done with the gloved fists ; butting, 
kicking, and tripping are not allowed ; wrest
ling holds and hitting below the belt are also 
forbidden. The usual length of the rounds 
in matches is three minutes, with one minute 
of rest at the close of each round. If either 
boxer is ''floored'' by his opponent he must 
get to his feet within· ten seconds or lose the 
bout. Hitting an opponent when he is down is 
prohibited. These regulations are a part of what 
are known as the Marquis of Queensberry rules. 

How Boxers are Classified 
In the interest of fair play, boxers are classi-

- fied accord.ll:!g to their weights as follows : 
fly weight, 112 pounds; bantam weight, 118; 
feather weight, 126 ; light weight, 135 ; welter 
weight, 147 ; middle weight, 160; light heavy 
weight., 175 ~ and heavy weight, any weight. 

Below are some of the terms that are in com
mon use in boxing: ' !· On guard'' means the 
position that the boxer assumes when awaiting 
the attack of an opponent. Usually he stands 
alertly poised with his left foot forward~ his 
left knee slightly bent, his right forearm across 
the lower part of his phest, and his left arm 
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in the midst of the great land struggle, with 
its demand for the " three F' s " fixity of tenure, 
or the right of the tenant to keep his land as 
long as he paid the rent for it ; free sale, or the 
right to sell his interest in the land to whom 
he wished ; and fair rent, which would prevent 
the landlord from raising the rent unjustly. 
To enforce these demands the Irish Land 
League was formed, the members of which 
agreed that any landlord or agent who refused 
to grant ·their demands should be " isolated 
from his kind as if he had been a leper of old." 

The Strange Story of a Word 
Capt. Charles C. Boycott was the agent in 

County Mayo for the extensive estates of. an 
Irish lord and was the first victim of this agree
ment. From him we get the now common 
word ''boycott," meaning to combine against 
a man or group of men by refusing to deal with 
him, to buy from or sell to him, or have social 
relations with him. In the last sense it is about 
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the same as "sending a person to Coventry." 
Because Captain Boycott would not come to 

terms with his tenants, the population for miles 
around would have nothing to do with him or 
his family. His servants were coaxed or driven 
away, his food supplies were interfered with, 
and his fences were torn down. He was finally 
reduced to such dire straits that he had to leave 
the country. 

' Nations sometimes use the boycott against other 
nations> as when Chinese m erchants retused to buy 

partly extended with his gloved 
fist pointed at his opponent. 
"Lead off" indicates the blow 
with which a boxer begins the 
attack. ''Breaking ground'' 
means giving way before the 
attack of the opposing boxer. 

ROBERT BOYLE 
Japanese goods because of the friction 
between the two countries. 

" Counter " is a blow given 
in response to an opponent's 
lead off, as nearly as po~sible 
simultaneously. " Upper cut " 
is a short blow delivered in an 
upward directio~ with the arm 
bent ; this is used when boxing 
at close quarters and is aimed 
ordinarily at the chin. "Feint" 
is · a feigned attack preliminary 
to the real attack for example, 

A celebrated scientist who made a 
study of atmospheric pressure and 

invented a compressed air pump. 

BOYLE, RoBERT (1627-1691). 
This English philosopher and 
chemist was exactly the kind 
of uncle which most boys 
would have Joved to possess, 
for his whole life was spent in 
conducting experiments. And 
no doubt this lrindly man had 
many nephews, and nieces as 
well, for he was the seventh 
son and fourteenth child of his 
father, the Earl of Cork. The 
passion of his life was to acquire 
knowledge for its own sake. 
Even as a small child he could 
converse in Latin and French. 

a lead off for the head with the object of 
inducing an opponent to raise his guard and 
thereby. open himself to a body blow. ''In 
fighting" means boxing at close quarters. 

The best w~y to become an adept is to 
engage in friendly boxing bouts whenever 
an opportunity is offered. 
BOYCOTT. In the year 1880 there was 
much commotion in County Mayo, in the west 
of Ireland. The whole of the island was then 

In the pursuit of knowledge he conducted 
endless experiments at his manor house of 
Stalbridge, in Dorset, and at Oxford, where he 
lived for many years. It was his principle not 
to accept any fact in chemistry, or any theory, 
until he had proved it by experiments 9£ his 
own. He belonged to the strange, sanguine 
band of men known as alchemists, who carried 
out mysterious experiments hoping to turn such 
metals as iron and b.rass into gold and silver. 
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