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l A Lifetime ?f EJ(p_erime-nts BOYNE} 

~JILLIAIV! OF ORANG:&: LEADING HIS BRAVE TROOPS ACROSS TH~ BOYNE 

• 
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Fought on July I, 1690, the Battle of the Boyne was a great victory for the soldiers of William of Orange over the 
, nixed French and Irish army of James 11, the exiled king. After his defeat J-ames fled to France, and made no 

further effort to recover the throne. 

These experiments were unsuccessful, but during 
his lifetime he made quite a number of dis
~overies that contributed materially to scientific 
knowledge, notably the principle relating to the 
pressure and volume of gases, known as " Boyle's 
law." 

Peering into Nature's Secrets 
Combustion, respiration, air-pumps, colours, 

electricity, t~he expanding force of ice, and many 
other profound studies, he explored with patient 
perseverance ; but, as he himself confessed, he 
was too tender-hearted to persist with experi
ments on living animals. He spent much money 

· in having the Bible translated into foreign 
languages, and left a legacy to provide for a 
vourse of sermons to be given annually in 
defence of the Christian religion. Boyle was 
buried at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London. 
BOYNE, BATTLE OF THE (1690). After James 
II had given up the throne of England, in 1688, 
to make way for William of Orange, he found 
refuge in France. The following year, James, 
with the assistance of Louis XIV, landed in 
Ireland, hoping to regain a footing there at 
least. The Protestants of Ulster made a vigorous 
resistance, of which the unsucc-essful siege of 
Londonderry by the forces of J ames was the 
most noteworthy incident. 

In 1690 King William himself arrived in Ire- · 
land with an army, and at the Battle of the 

Boyne, on July 1st (old style), defeated James 
and his forces, and crushed any hope of the 
Stuarts regaining the throne of England. 
The forces fighting in this battle were a curious 
mixture. J ames had French troops to assist 
him, while William's soldiers included English, 
Irish, Scots Guards, Dutch, French Hu
guenots, and Danes. When the forces of Wil
liam crossed the river, holding their muskets 
high above their heads as they waded through 
the water, they found the further bank fortified 
with batteries, and lined with Irish. 

The Flight of James 11 
Nothing daunted, William advanced with his 

troops, waving his sword. As the soldiers got 
into the shallows, they fired one volley, and 
charged the enemy. No sooner had they done 
so, than the Irish in front of them fled without 
making any resistance. It _was all so easy and 
unexpected, that William's men could scarcely 
believe their good fortune. There was harder 
fighting on other parts of the battlefield, but 
the forces of James were hopelessly defeated 
and dispers~d. James himself took flight, 
making his way south, and getting back to 
France as quickly as he could. 

Every year, on the 12th of July, which in the 
new styte of calendar now m use corresponds 
with the date 0£ the battle, the Orangemen of 
Ulster (so c3Jlled in comp]iment to the Protes-

contained in the E0$1J Reference Foct•lndez at t/Je end of thi.s b1orlc 
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