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The MYSTERIOUS LAND of the AMAzo·N 
Glimpses into the Largest of the South American Countries, the World's Treasure

house of Coffee, Sugar and Rubber 

B RAZIL, UNITED 
STATES OF. The 

enormous republic of 
Brazil, which occupies 

Extent.-East to west, about 2,700 miles; north to south, 
2,650 miles; area, about 3,292,000 square miles. Popula
tion estimated at from 26,ooo,ooo to 3o,ooo,ooo. 

Chief Rivers.-The Amazon) with its great tributaries, 
the J apura, Rio Negro, Jurua) Purus, Madeira, Tapajos, 
Xingu, and Tocantins; Araguaya, Paraguay, Sao Fran
cisco, Parana, and Uruguay. 

penetrated f a r, a n d 
many have died in the 
attempt. Trails cut 
painfully and labori
ously are swallowed up 
within 12 months by 
the ocean of vegetation 
so that hardly a trace 

nearly half of all 
South America, is a fas-

• 

cinating region to the 
Chief Products.-Coffee, rubber, sugar, hides, yerba mate, 

cacao, tobacco, cotton, frozen meats, cotton goods . 

explorer because of the 
vast proportion of its 

Chief Cities.- Rio de Janeiro (capital, population about 
1,2oo,ooo), Sao Paulo (sos,ooo), Bahia (355,ooo), Per
nambuco (225,ooo). • remains. 

territory which has never been trodden by 
civilized man. 

Along the lowlands of the mighty Amazon, 
which with its 200 tributaries forms the world's 
largest river system, stretches the. greatest con
tinuous forest of the two hemispheres (see 

In many other respects Brazil is unique 
among the countries of the world. The third 
largest political division of the American con
tinent, with an area of about 3,292,000 square 
miles nearly as large as all Europe Brazil 
has· an estimated population of from 26,000,000 

to 30,000,000. Its four 
.. -~--T .~'-E.,-,-~~-~-~-~2 ~~ v_ E ___ " P I L ~ _:? ~' __ l largest states have an 

average population of 

Amazon River). This 
vast basin, comprising 
over two-thirds of the 
area of the republic, is 
flooded every year 
throughout much of its 
extent, and hence is · 
covered with a vegetation .. 
more luxuriant than is 
found in any other part 
of the world. 

The giant trees rise from 
impenetrable thickets of 
under brush, and the i r 
branches are entwined 
and festooned with great 
creepers and vines, them
selves as big as trees. 
Innumerable species of 
bright-plumaged birds fill 
the jungle with their harsh 
strident cries. Huge al
ligators, boa-constrictors, 
anacondas, and rattle
snakes iiifest it; and it 
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is the home of monstrous 
spiders large enough to 
prey on birds ; of brilli- ~ .. 
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1 little · more than one 
t 

i person to the square 

j
i mile. The bulk of this 

scanty population clings 
i to the narrow strip of 

coast along the Atlantic 
or to the banks of the 
Amazon and its tribu
taries. The most densely 
peopled states are Rio de 
Janeiro, with about 60 
persons to the square mile, 
and Alagoas, with abo1:1t 
45 persons to the square 
~e. . 

• 

((No great country in 
the world owned by a 

i · European race possesses 
I so large a proportion of 

land available for the 

antly coloured butterflies, 
some of them nine inches 
from wing-tip to wing
tip ; of immense numbers 
of monkeys, · of savage 

In the entire absence of the modern baby-carriage, 
the Brazilian native mother adopts this effective 
but seemingly uncomfortable method of carrying 

her baby. 

. support of human life and 
productive industry," 
says Lord Bryce in his 
" South America " ; yet 
the immense resources of 
Brazil have hardly been 
touched. With only a 
small fraction of its fertile 
land under cultivation,. 
Brazil to-day produces 

pumas and jaguars, and of such strange beasts 
.as the armadillo, sloth, peccary (or Wild pig), 

. tapir, and ant-eater. 

four-fifths of the world's supply of coffee (see 
Coffee), and one-half of the world's rubber 
(see Rubber). The Amazon forests abound in 
mahogany, rosewood, ebony, and cacao trees, 
a:qd others which yield valuable drugs and 
nuts . 
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This abode of mystery, the largest unexplored 
tr-act -in the· Western Hemisphere, every year 
lures bold adventurous spirits, but few have 

. For. DDII .subject not found in it.s alphabetical place .see in/ot'matiota 
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