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The city of , SantQ~ on. the coast of Southern Brazil, is the most important coffee shipping centre in the world. Here 
are loaded fhe ships that carry the great Brazilian coffee crop to Europe and to North America. Its harbour, which 
you see in the distance, is a fine one, protected by surrounding hills. Sp.ntos is a typical South American city, with 

wide pleasant streets, low white houses, and a genera:l atmosphere of busy prosperity. 

()ver the vast grasslands of central and 
southern Brazil range enormous herds of cattle, 
yet the tinned-meat industry is only in its 
infancy. The agricultural possibilities of the 
country are immense. The climate and soil 
are unsurpassed for growing cereals, fruits, sugar, 
cotton, flax, and dozens of other crops. In 
minerals, Brazil is probably the world's greatest 
untapped storehouse. 

Vast Sources of Wealth 
Brazil is believed to have the richest and 

greatest iron deposits in the world ; its dia
monds are of finer grade than those of South 
Africa, and it has other precious stones in 
abundance ; gold has already been mined in 
considerable quantities ; and the immense 
deposits of talc, silver, platinum, lead, copper, 
manganese, mercury, coal, graphite, and rare 
marbles have scarcely been touched. These 
various sources of wealth only await capital 
for their development. 

Let us look more closely at the shape and 
structure of this wonderland. Brazil has a 
coastline of 5,000 miles fronting the Atlantic 
Gcean on its east and north-east boundaries. 
The land frontier touches that of every other 
South American republic except Ecuador and 
Chile. In physical formation it consists of two 

sharply contrasted divisions: a table-land of 
rolling plains and mountains in the east and 
south, and the great forest land of the Amazon 
in the north and west. The extensive coast 
lands are made up of sand and rock washed 
down from the high seaboard ranges, covered 
in many places with dense tropical growths. 

10,000 Miles of Waterways 
For the greater part of the country, the .rivers 

are the only avenues of communication. Most 
of the natives live in tiny settlements along their 
banks in houses set high on piles to avoid the 
floods. The Amazon in the north, with its 
lOO navigable tributaries, the Tocantins and 
Sao Francisco in the central portion, and the 
Paraguay, Uruguay, and Parana in the south, 
furnish more than 10,000 miles of waterways 
deep ·enough for large steamers, and 20,000 
miles more open to boats· of light draft. 
Several steamship companies maintain regular 
service between important points. There are 
nearly 20,000 miles of railway. 

While Brazil lies ~lmost entirely in the tropics 
and the climate of the greater part is character
istically tropical, with only five or ten degrees 
difference between the seasons, there are tem
perate regions in the mountains and in the 
southern portions. Along the Amazon the heat 
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