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Th.e l\1i~ed ~opulation J 

is tempered by the great expanse of water, by Manufacturing has been slow in developing, 
the forests, and by the trade-wind which blows but the textile and tinned-meat industries have 
up the river almost constantly. But the ex- greatly increased in late years. Machinery and 
cessive rainfall and the .constant heat breed many luxuries of life are imported from Great 
fevers which are dangerous to white men and Britain, the United States, and Germany. 
thus retard development of the natural resources. The population of Brazil is the most mixed 

The chief exports, in addition to qoffee and on the continent. The whites probably do not 
rubber, are sugar, cacao beans, hides, tobacco, number more than a third, about 10,000,000, 
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chiefly from the 
moth·er country 
Portugal, and 
latterly fro m 
I t a 1 y , Spain, 
and Germany. 
The remaining 
two-thirds con
sist of negroes 
originally im
ported as plan
tation slaves, 
but freed by 
the government 
in 1888, native 
Indians, a n d 
mixed breeds. 

Here you see how the Amazon collects its waters from the vast sweep of encircling mountains 
and hills, and after flowing through the great forests of northern Brazil, pours into the Atlantic 
Ocean a greater volume of flow than any othe.r river in the world. The central regions of Brazil 
are among the wildest and least explored in the world, but boundless wealth there awaits 

The language 
of Brazil, unlike · 
that of those 
parts of the 
continent c o 1 -
oniz e d by 
Spain, is Por
tuguese. Pri
mary education 
is free, but it 
is not compul
sory. In Rio 
de Janeiro 
there are high 
se h o ols and 
colleges, and a 
naval academy, 
for Brazil has a 
mode~n navy. development. 

cotton, beans, frozen meats, and manganese. 
More than four-fifths of all the coffee con
sumed in the world is produced by Brazil, and 
the Brazilian government aids the growers and 
regulates exports so as to keep up prices. 
Brazil also produces large quantities of yerba 
mate or " Brazil tea " the dried leaves of the 
ilex tree which is mostly exported to other 
South American countries. The beverage made 
by steeping these leaves is said to taste like a 
weak mixture of turpentine and water, but it 
is very popular with the natives. 

-

Under the constitution of 1891, Brazil is a republic 
of 20 states, one territory, and one federal district. 
Its ea pi tal is Rio de Janeiro, the second largest city of 
South America (see Rio de Janeiro). Sao Paulo, the world's 
greatest coffee market, lies in the highlands of the coast 
about 40 miles from the sea. Its elevation gives it a. 
delightful climate. A network of short railways brings 
the coffee from the great plantations which cover the 
state of Sao Paulo, and another line carries it to the sea
port of Santos, one of the busiest ports of the continent, 
which sh~ps about 15,000,000 bags of coffee every year. 

Bahia (Sao Salvador), the old capital of Brazil, is also 
an important shipping centre for coffee, cacao, and cotton. 
This city is the home of the seedless orange. Huge 
lifts connect the commercial part of the city about the 
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