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Across the river Jhelum at Srinagar are several old wooden bridges, one of which, lined with shops, is seen in the pic
ture. The capital of Cashmere, Srinagar stands at a height of 5,270 feet, and was fonnerly a flourishing centre of the 

shawl industry, but this has given place to the making of silver, copper, and carved wooden articles. 

as a reward for his inventions. On this he lived 
modestly for the rest of his 80 years, devoting 
himself to scientific experiments and inventions. 
He generously assisted Robert Fulton in working 
out some of the problems of the steamboat . 
He also invented the machine which is used 
to-day for making rope. Dr. Cartwright, as 
he was called, was for a generation a distin
guished figure in London society, and he was 
universally mourned when he died in 1823. (See 
also Arkwright, Richard ; Crompton, Samuel ; 
Hargrea:ves, James; Spinning and Weaving.) 
CASI-IMERE. In the north of India, reaching 
from the plains of the Punjab northward over 
the western Himalaya ranges to the borders of 
Tibet, lies the beautiful mountainous state of 
Cashmere (or Kashmir). 

of Cashmere, Srinagar, a sort of mo:untain Venice, 
where the frail tenements of the poor and the 
elaborately carved villas of the rich huddle along 
the river jn neighbourly confusion. 

Although Cashmere has an area of nearly 
85,000 square miles, much of it is wild unin
habited mountain country, and the greater part 
of the population of more than 3,000,000 is . 
gathered in t.he south-western part. Its cool 
healthy climate has made it a famous summer 
resort for Europeans in India, and much of the 
prosperity of the natives is due to these visitors. 
From the wool of its goats, yaks, and wild sheep 
were ·made the celebrated Cashmere shawls, 
which first became fashionable in the reign of 
Napoleon. The great shawJ industrywas ruined, 
however, by the failure of the Paris market 
during the Franco-Prussian ·war of 1870, and the 
famine of 1877 scattered the weavers. 

The Thriving Silk Industry 
The Cashmere carpet has to some extent re

placed the shawl, but the most thriving in
dustry to-day is that of silk weaving. The rose 
fields of the V ale of Cashmere give the finest 
attar, and Srinagar is noted for its silver work 
and wood carving. The staple crop of the valley 
is rice, and Indian corn, wheat, barley, and oats 
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It is a region of wild and gorgeous scenery, 
of splendid snow-crowned summits cut by deep 
gorges and valleys filled with rich and va~ied 
vegetation. It is traversed by the Indus River, 
and in the south-west the valley of the upper 
Jhelum widens out to form the famous V ale of 
Cashmere, celebrated in Thomas Moore's poem 
" Lalla Rookh " an oval cup-like basin 84 
miles long and about 20 miles wide engirdled 
by mountain spurs which rise 14,000 and 15,000 
feet above sea-level. are also grown. · 

A Stately A venue of Poplar Trees 
In its marsh lands and flooded rice-fields are 

mirrored the glory of the peaks, and for 30 
miles along the valley the road threads its way 
past lake, river, hill, and temple, through a 

. stately avenue of young poplar trees which 
march like a serried army across the plain. 
Within the vale lies the capital and largest city 
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The natives are a fair, well-featured race, with 
all the characteristics of the Afghans and nor
thern races, but they are educationally very 
backward, for 98 persons out of every 100 can 
neither read nor spell. The religion of the 
Kashmiri as they are called is chiefly Mo
hammedan, though Hindus, Buddhists, and 
Sikhs are a strong minority . 

F~r any subject not fpand in its aiDhabetlcal nlac' .see informatloJt 
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