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I CASSELL, JOHN. 

To-day, however, the surface -of the Caspian is 
85 feet below the Black Sea and 240 feet below 
the level of the Sea of Aral. In the southern 
part it is very deep, reaching a maximum of 
3,000 feet, but in the north there are numerous 
shoals. One peculiarity of the sea bottom is a 
ri.dge which seems to be a continuation of the 
Caucasus Mountains. 

Canal Connexion with the Black Sea 
The Caspian has no outlet, and consequently 

is a salt lake, though it is less salt than the ocean. 
The water is bitter and yellowish in colour. 
The Caspian is fed by a number of rivers, among 
which are the Volga (one of the most important 
rivers in Russia), the Ural, the Terek, and the 
Kur. By a system of canals connecting the 
V olga, it is possible to reach the Black Sea 
on the west and the Baltic and White seas far 
to the north. 

Am<?ng the chief Caspian ports are.Astrakhan, 
Eaku, Derbend, and Astrabad, the latter being 
in Persia. Steamboats ply regularly on the 
Caspian and on several .of its tributary rivers. 
On the south a low flat plain, from 15 to 20 miles 
in width, leads to the lofty range of the Elburz 
Mountains, while the north is bordered by great 
steppes. The Caucasus Mountains lie to the 
west, and the desert Trans-Caspian territory to 
the east. · 
CASSELL, JoHN (1817-1865). ~'A gaunt 
stripling, poorly clad and travel-stained." 
Such is the pen-portrait, by one who saw him, 
of a lad of 19 who had just arrived in London 

PLUCKY JOHN CASSELL 

- · Reaching London with threepence in 
his pocket, he founded the House of 
Cassell, one of the largest publishing 

firms in the world. 

with threepence 
in his pocket 
aft er having 
walked from 
Manohester. He 
spent the follow
ing night tramp
ing the streets. 
The youth's 
surname was 
Cassell, but to 
hi3 C h r i s t i an 
name of John, 
the adjective 
Honest was 
usually prefixed. 
Now you know 
something of his 
character. H e 
knew sufficient 
of the value of 
learning to ap
preciate what he 
had lost when 
he was com

pelled to become a factory hand at 13, and 
he lived to do more for education than prob-
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A Great Publishing Pioneer J 

ably any man of his time. From velveteen 
and tape-making he passed to carpentry, and 
from the bench to the temperance platform. 
Somewhere, somehow, he managed to get books 
to read, and in the process he sow.ed the seeds 
of knowledge that were to bear such splendid 
fruit in his famous " Popular Educator." 

Cassell became an agent for the National 
Temperance Society, and at the age of 24 
married a Miss Mary Abbott, who had inherited 
a small fortune from her father. With the help 
of this legacy he started in business as a tea · 
and coffee merchant. Instead of patiently 
waiting for people to come to his· shop, he adver
tised his commodities in the newspapers. Then 
he hit upon the idea of selling tea in neat little 
packets. The novelty was a wonderful success, 
and remains so to-day. 

Starting with an Old Press 
Cassell bought a second-hand press to print 

handbills. A little later he thought he would 
like to use it for temperance tracts. On some 
of the pamphlets he put illustrated covers, and 
found that they were more successful than the 
other~. The printing machine fascinated its 
owner, and seemed to provide him with ideas 
as well ~s print. He started a little magazine, 
then a weekly newspaper, which was followed 
by the Working Man's Friend "(185<)). Finally 
he turned to the production of cheap educational 
books. Thus the House of Cassell, one of the 
largest publishing businesses in the world, was 
started. · 

' 

Its founder was the pioneer of paper-covered 
books at sevenpence, and the 26 volumes 
of " Cassell' s Library " included histories of 
England, of Scotland, and of the Empire, and a 
Biographical Dictionary. In 1852 the first w-eekly 
number ·of the "Popular Educator" appeared. 
Among those who read it was a little Welsh lad 
named David Lloyd George, who afterwards 
confessed that it had largely helped to make 
him what he was. The " Popular Educator " 
W~§ a.n amazing success. For a few pence a week 
a school was brought to the homes of the masses 
at a time when the State did not consider it 
necessary for anybody to have ·an e<ilucation who 
could not afford it. 

Cassell's Splendid Aim 
"I myself," Cassell remarked, "although 

largely engaged in publishing, am not a publisher 
by trade or profession, but took it up actuated 
by the desire to educate the class from which 
I myself sprung. I know that in the manufac
turing districts of England there are thousands 
and thousands of uneducated individuals so 
uneducated that they cannot read. I know that 
when I arrived at the period of manhood I 
could not tell what a noun or a verb was, but 
I could read and be guided by my own experience 

For an11 ~abject aot /oand In lt.s alphabeti~al pla~• .see information 
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