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J CHILE 

beds, which owe their existence to the absence 
of rain. Sterile itself, this region fertilizes the 
lands of the two hemispheres, for t.he nitrate 
obtained by scraping the surface for a depth of 
a few feet is exported as fertilizer to Europe, 
Asia, and the United States. The beds were 
probably formed by the action of marine organ
isms in a far distant past when this region lay 
submerged beneath the sea. The value of the 
nitrate t.rade is greater than all the other in
dustries of Chile combined, and the export tax 
yields 70 per cent. of the revenue. 

Chile is also rich in metals. Once it was the 
world's greatest copper producer, and it still 
stands high in the list. Iron, coal, lead, silver, 
manganese, sulphur, gypsum, and various other 
minerals are found in profusion, most of them 
st.ill awaiting exploitation. The greatest borax 
" lake " in the world occurs high in the Andes 
of Chile, and has been a fruitful source of wealth. 

Robinson Crusoe's Celebrated Island 
Two of Chile's island possessions are of 

exceptional interest. Four hundred miles west 
of V alparaiso lies Juan Fernandez Island, 
where Alexander Selkirk lived in solitude for 
four years, inspiring Defoe's great romance, 
'' Robinson Crusoe '' (see Crusoe, Robinson). 
Two thousand miles from the coast is Easter 

Clim~ing Hills by Cog-wheel { 

the railway engineer. Climbing hills so steep 
that part of the way it travels by a cog-wheel 
apparatus, t,his road Hnks Valparaiso, Chile's 
greatest seaport, with Buenos Aires, capital of 
Argentina, and reduces the 11-day journey by 
boat through the Strait of Magellan to 40 hours 
overland. 

The Chileans are the most enterprising and 
energetic of the peoples on the Pacific side of 
South America. Their long coast-line, open to 
enemy attacks, has forced them to build a 
pqwerful navy, and their army is one of the most 
efficient in South .... '-\.merica. Chile ranks with 
Brazil and Argentina the so-called "A.B.C." 
powers as one of the three leading powers of 
the continent. 

How the Population is Made Up ' 
From 30 to 40 per cent. of the· population is 

said to be of pure European descent, a larger 
proportion than in any other South i\.merican 
state except ... t\.rgentina. Nearly 60 per cent. 
is made up of the so-called mestizos, of mixed 
Indian and European parentage. The fusion of 
the races has proceeded further here than in Peru 
and Bolivia> and the half-breeds are a hardy, 
vigorous, and independent class. l\1ore than 
half of the population is engaged in agriculture. 
The system of land tenur.e, whereby the lands 

T H E '' C 0 M F 0 R T S 0 F H 0 ME " I N T I E R RA DE L F U E G 0 are held by a few great landowners 
who live in princely fashion on their 
great estates, while the labour is 
performed by badly treated and ill
paid tenants or peons, has kept the 
vvorkers ignorant, poor, and without 
a voice in the government. Only 
about 60 per cent. of the population 
can read and write. There are 
government-controlled schools in all 
the towns, and education is free but 
not compulsory. Chile also has a 
state university, a Catholic univer
sity, and a number of trade schools 
and teachers' colleges. 

The Araucanian Indians 

The climate of the islands at the southern tip of Chile is so rigorous that the 
life of the natives is a constant battle with starvation. Some tribes live 
almost entirely on fish caught in the surrounding sea. This picture of the 
interior of a home in that desolate region shows a woman busy at a crude loom. 

Civilization has as yet scarcely 
touched the Araucanian Indians, 
who live on the slopes of the central 
Andes. The .L~aucanians can be 
said to be the one aboriginal people 
of the Western Hemisphere that 

Island, where a row of colossal stone images 
presents one of the unsolved enigmas of the 
world. Of the mysterious race who carved and 
set up these might}: idols on this remote bit of 
land nothing is knoWil. 

l\1ore than 5,600 miles of railway have been 
constructed, including a line running through 
most of the length of the country. The famous 
Trans-Andean railway is, in point of difficulty, 
perhaps the most astounding achievement of 

were never conquered by the European invader. 
For centuries they successfully resisted the 
power of the Spanish invaders and their de
scendants, and it was not until 1881 that their 
nation, greatly reduced in numbers, recognized 
the authority of Chile. 

The Spanish conquest of what is now Chile 
was begun in 1535 by one of the lieutenants of 
Pizarro (see Pizarro, Francisco). Five years later 
the city of Santiago, which has ever remained 
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