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Next to the land and the seed, the chief need of most farmers is fertilizer and Chile's desert supplies this need for a great 
portion of the world. The importance of the nitrate business may be judged from the elaborate machinery used to pre
pare the nitrate salt for market. The nitrate is separated from the rock and dirt in which it is found by dissolving it 

in water. The water is then evaporated, and the pu re salt is left in the evaporating pans . 
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the capital, was founded. Chile rose against 
Spanish rule in 1810, finally wimring indepen
dence in 1818. General Don Bernardo O'Hig
gins, an Irishman who had distinguished him
self in the war, was chosen dictator, but was 
deposed by the aristocratic party b~cause of 
his attempts to establish a representative con
.stitutional government. :From 1865 to 1869 
Chile was at war with Spain as an ally of Peru, 
.and V alparaiso suffered severely from the guns 
·of the Spanish fleet. 

Boundary disputes with Boliria again led to 
war in l879. Peru came to the aid of Bolivia; 
but Chile was overwhelmingly victorious and 
took from Bolivia her only strip of seaboard, 
and also deprived Peru of the rich nitrate 
district of Tarapaca and the province of Tacna. 

Disputes over these territories still disturb the 
diplomatic peace of South America. 

In 1891 civil war broke out in the term of 
President Balmaceda, who advocated a more 
democratic government, education of the people, 
and separation of Church and State. Balma
ceda's forces were defeated and he committed 
suicide. Chile was one of the few sovereign 
states during the World "\Var of 1914-18 which 
failed either to break off diplomatic relations 
with Germany or to declare war. 

Though Chile has a r epublican constitution, literacy 
and property tests disfranchise more than half the men 
of voting age, and the political power is almost entirely 
in the hands of the rich landowners. In form the govern· 
m ent is a centralized, not a federated, r epublic. The 
country is divided into 23 provinces, administered by 
governors appointed by the President, and one territory. 
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