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1 Many Spoken Languages 

.sion to those rulers. But the great majority 
throughout the country, especially the coolies 
or labourers, still 'vear them, so gTeat is the 
power of custom in China. 

Many people think that because there is a 
law in Chinct against both foot-binding and the 
wearing of queues, these things have disappeared. 
But a law in China means as a rule only that 
the rulers hope the people will do as they are 
asked. It does not mean, as it does here·, that 
the thing forbidden is stopped. 

China is a terr-ibly dirty country, especially 
southern and middle China.. You have never 
in your life seen anything so dirty as the Chinese 
streets. They a.re dirtier and narrower than 
the dirtiest alley in England. This dirt breeds 
disease, so that China has hideous plagues. 
The insides of the houses are not so dirty, of 
course. But even these are far from clean as 
a rule, except among the "\\7ealthy people, who 
are very, very few. 

Politeness of the Chinaman 
With these bad traits there are many excel

lent ones. The Ohine~e toil hard for the support 
of their families, and hold the aged in great 
respect. Politeness is carried t.o an extreme. 
The upper classes never contradict, and are care
ful to avoid offensive statements. In giving an 
invitation they speak with contempt of their 
'' unworthy " selves, families, and houses, and 
humbly ask the honour of the visitor's presence. 

The Chinese have many beautiful festivals, 
such as the "Festival of the Dragon Boats," 
HE REFUSES TO WORRY the "Feast of La.n

terns," and other 

• • 
' 

This is a typical Chinese mer
chant. He smokes a long 
pipe ·with a very small bowl 
containing only a thimbleful 

of tobacco at a time . 

gaieties. They are fond 
of flying kites, and even 
the grown people fly 
kites shaped like great 

dragons and lions 
and other fantas
tic things. The 

whole country is very 
picturesque, with many 
beautiful temples, tall 
pagodas, gorgeous red 
a.nd gold signs, and 
other beautiful things. 

The principal food of 
t.he Chinese is rice. 
They also eat pork, 
poultry, and vegetables. 
China is the one country 
in the worlrl 'vhere milk 
is not used for food. 
Bird's-nest soup, shark's 
fins,- lotus pods, and 
other curious things are 
considered great deli
cacies. MeJny of the 
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h d f ll LAD Y " L I L Y- F 0 0 T ,,. dis es are won er u y 
cooked. The uni
versal drink at all 
times ]s tea, partly 
bee a use in this over
crowded land the 
water is badly pol
luted. 

There are 18 or more 
spoken languages or 
dialects in China. But 
- and this seems 
strange to us there 
is only one written .. 
language. Although 
a man from Canton 
cannot t,a]k with a 
man from Peking, yet 
n they are both edu
cated they can write 
to each other. The 
reason for this is that 
the Chinese written · 
characters do not re- • 

-
present sounds, as our · 
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words do. They are 
more like pictures, 
each picture meaning 
the same thing to a11y 
Chinese, ,just as an 
Englishman and a 
Frenchman rean both . 
understand a picture 

Thanks to foreign influence, not 
nearly so many Chinese women 
now suffer from the barbarous. 
practice of foot- binding, which. 
produced such tiny "lily-feet" 

as you see here. 

of a cow. These characters are called icleo
graph8, because they represent ideas and not. 
names. There are over 44,000 of these charac
ters, but in ordinary reading one needs to know 
only about 3,000. The Chinese written language: 
is very old and very rich, and much beautiful 
literature and many charming poems were 
written in it in the old days of China's greatness. 

The Artists ·of the Eastern Republic 
It is a curious fact that early Chinese painting 

grew out of the fine art of writing. The= 
elaborate forms of the Chinese characters, 
applied with a fu1e brush, and placed on the 
page 'vith a fine sense of rhythm and balance,. 
early developed skill i11 the use of the brush. 
Thus Chinese painting, in spite of its beautiful 
use of colour, is essentially an art of the line. 
The :figw--es are outlined with delicate, sure 
strokes, and filled in with water-colours, which_ 
explains that curious lack of perspective in 
Chinese painting. 

In other forms of art too architecture, 
sculpture, pottery, embroidery the Chinese 
have produced many exquisite things. The 
architecture of China's Golden Age, "\\rith its 
graceful pagodas, its temples with curving roofs> 
and its carved stonework, is as beautiful as any 
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