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f Brought Home in Chains • . COMETS I 
Three other voyages Columbus made to the about comets have all been exploded. The 

New World. On his second voyage, in 1493, he earth has actually passed through the tail of a 
discovered other islands of the West Indies and number of comets· without any· noticeable con
made the first settlements. On his third, in sequences. That was true of Tebbutt's comet·. 
1498, he co~sted along the north-east ·shores of of 1861, and al.so of Halley's comet in 1910. 
South America. From this expedition he was It seems evident, therefore, that comets are 
brought home in chains, accused of cruelty and largely gaseous, and this theory is confirmed by 
misgovernment. After he had been cleared means of the spectroscope. Only the nucleus, 
of these monstrous charges, he made a CO.LUMB.US R.ECEIVED BY FERDINAND AND ISABELLA 
fourth voyage to the · New World, in 
1502, this time skirting the shores of 
Ho11duras, in Central America. But 
only misfortune attended this last ex
pedition, and after an absence of two 
and a half years he returned to Spain 
with his single remaining vessel in a 
forlorn and disabled condition. 

The Death of Columbus 
Columbus himself was now broken in 

body and spirit, and after two years 
of vain endeavour . to secure some 
recognition from the ungrateful king 
(Queen Isabella died in 1504), the 
discoverer of the New World passed 
away in poverty and neglect at Valla
dolid in 1506. 

·Columbus had failed to find a route 
to India, and this disappointment 
clouded his spirits. He never knew 
that he had made the most memorable 
voyage in history. 

Some years after Columbus's · death, 
his body and that of his son Diego 

• 

. were removed from their burial-place 
in Seville to the cathedral of San 
Domingo in the island of Haiti. When 
that island was ceded to France in 
1795 by Spain, the Duke of V eragua, 
Columbus's descendant, removed the 
remains and those of Columbus's 
brother Bartholomew to Havana, in 
the island of Cuba, where they were 
reinterred in the cathedral. When the 
United States gained possession of 
Cuba, in 1898, following the war with 
Spain, the bodies were again moved 
back to Seville in Spain. There is un
fortunately no authentic portrait of 

Following his third voyage, Columbus was accused of mismanaging the 
colony of Hispaniola, and was brought back to ·spain a prisoner in 
chains. He secured his release, and was invited to visit the king and 

Columbus in existence. 
COMETS. Nothing startled our ancestors more 
than the unexpected appearance in the heavens 
of those peculiar objects with bright heads and 
streaming tails which we call comets, a name 
derived from a Greek word meaning " long
haired." " God save us from the Devil, the 
Turk, ·and the comet,'' was a common prayer 
in Europe when the comet of 1456 appeared 
in the sky. 

Though their origin and movements are still 
somewhat mysterious, the old superstitions 

queen at Granada. 

which appears as a star-like centre in the head, 
is thought to consist of relatively solid material. 
One theory is that the nucleus is actually a 
swarm of meteors surrounded by a cloud of gas 
and dust, and that the tail is a stream of gas 
thrown out from the head. 

The peculiarities of the tail still puzzle · 
astronomers. It is not formed till the comet . 

comes close to the sun. What is stranger, the 
tail follows the comet only when it is approaching 
the sun; as it leaves the neighbourhood of the 
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