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{COOK, lAMES 

which separates its two islands, he steered 
toward Australia (then called New Holland). 
Other explorers had touched that coast on the 
west and north and brought b~ck reports of its 
barren and forbidding nature. Captain Cook 
approaching the east coast saw a far different 
scene a beautiful country of· plains and gently 
sloping hills covered with green woods. Captain 
Cook is called '' the real discoverer of Australia,'' 
:Jor he was the first to survey the fertile coasts 

His Third and Final Voyage J 
• 

Royal Society, which sought his leadership for 
scientific expeditions. 

Cook's first voyage to the Pacific was made 
in 1768-71. A second . voyage of exploration 
(1772-75) took him to the Antarctic, where he 
cros-sed the Antarctic Circle for the first tiro e 
in history and wiped from the maps the imagi
nary continent supposed to lie not far ·south of 
Australia. He did not go far enough south into · 
the ice-fields, however, to discover the real 

THE COMMANDER WHO CONQUERED BY KINDNESS Antarctic continent. He also cruised 
on this voyage in the southern 
Pacific, discovering several islands 
and leaving the map of that part of 
the globe in much the same form as 
we have it to-day. 

Thwarted by a Wall of Ice 
The best years of his life had been 

spent in braving the hardships and 
perils of the sea, but Captain Cook at 
the age of 48 was still eager for ad
venture, and he set out on a third 
voyage in 1776. Sailing again into the 
Pacific, he came upon the Hawaiian 
Islands-discovered earlier but subse-
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quently forgotten and named them 
the Sandwich Islands, in honour of the 
Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the 
Admiralty. Then he went northward 
along the American coast as far as 
Bering Strait and a little beyond, but 
was forced by a wall of ice t'o turn 
back, thus ending his dream of finding 
the North -·west Passage from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific . 

He returned to winter at Hawaii. 
As always, he had won the friendship 
of t:Q.e natives by his wise and kind 
treatment, but trouble arose when one 
of the ship's boats was stolen. Cook 
landed in order to make a peaceable 
settlement, and was killed . 

The natives of one of the Pacific islands discovered by Captain Cook fell 
fiat on their faces when he approached them. They presented him with 

a num her of small pigs as a token of friendship. 

Thus died the daring discoverer who 
had surveyed a greater length of coast 
line than any other man ; who had 
rema.de the map of the Pacific ; and 
whose explorations gave to Great 
Britain the lands now occupied by 
the Commonwealth of Australia and 
the Dominion of New Zealand. 

and see that it was a land fit to become the 
home of white men. 

Born in Yorkshire, October 27, 1728, Cook 
became a shopkeeper's apprentice in a small sea .. 
coast town, and early acquired a taste for a 
sailor'.s life. He entered the Royal Navy in 17 55, 
and four years later, as master of the ship 
Mercury, took part in the expeditions against 
the French in the St. Lawrence River. His 
skill in map-making won him favour with the 

Captain Cook remains to this day the ideal 
type of the bold explorer. Caring little for 
reward, he seemed to start on his voyages 
prompted by a high love of adventure and a 
curiosity about distant lands and their peoples. 
To his task he brought a high degree of intelli
gence, so that his records were of great scientific 
value, and he was loved by his men as much 
for his kindness as for his courage, for he saved 
many a life by his skiliul medical care. 
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