Portugal's Cork-oak Forests f

HERE IS THE STORY OF CORK FROM TREE TO BOTTLE '
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Cork starts life as the outer bark of the stately Portuguese and Spanish cork-oak trees, like the one shown at the right.
WP,en thick enough, the bark is peeled off in slabs, such as you see in the upper left-hand corner. These slabs are
sliced into strips, and from the strips corks are punched. Spheres for centres of cricket-balls, washers for machines,
fishing-line floats, and thin sheets for cigarette tips are cut by special machinery.

a missionary to Corinth and founded a church
there, and it was to its members that he afterwards addressed his Epistles to t4e Corinthians.
Corinth passed into the hands of Turkey in
the 15th ~entury, was burned in the Greek war
for independence in 1822, and was destroyed by
earthquake in 1858. Population, about 5,000.
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It seems strange that while some kinds
of oak trees give us one of our heaviest common
woods, another kind should supply us · with
cork a substance so light that life preservers
and floats for fishing nets are made of it.
The cork-oak forests of Portugal, which contribute nearly one-half of the world's annual
supply, cover an area of over 800,000 acres .
Thousands of men find work in the deep shade
of the gnarled old trees, with their evergreen
leaves and their rough trunks covered with thick
grey bark. New layers form rapidly, so that a
fresh sheathing from ! inch to 2! inches thick
is ready for cutting every nine or ten years.
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The modern city of Corinth is about three miles northeast of the old site. A four-mile canal through the isthmus, completed in 1893, has improved Corinth's natural
advantages as a trading centre and it has once more
begun to thrive. The canal shortens the voyage from
the Adriatic to the port of Athens by 202 miles but the
difficulties of navigation lead large steamships still to go
round Cape Malia.
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