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~~ CORNF'LOWER 
-

-:firmness of a great bronze statue. P..is greatest 
work is "The Cid." The story of this play he 
borrowed from a Spanish writer, just as Shake
.speare often found his plots in old stories of 
other nations. Corneille's plays were very 
-popular, even though Cardinal Richelieu tried 
to destroy the dramatist's fame. 

Corneille was born at Rouen, in Normandy, 
.and was married and spent most of his life there. 
He lived in a calm, middle-class fashion, very 
different from the " grand manner " of the 
·dramas which he wrote. 

Corneille's chief works were : " Medee " (1635) ; " Le 
. .Cid" (The Cid), 1636 ; "Horace" (1640) ; " Cinna" 

·(1640). ; "Polyeucte" (1641); "Le Menteur" (1642); 
"Andromede" (1650) ; " Don Sanche d'Aragon" (Don 
.Sancho of Aragon) (1650) ; " CEdipe " (1659). 
CORNFLOWER. The pretty, slender blue 
.cornflower is a favourite in most British gardens, 
.and is also largely grown in North America and 
in various parts of Western Asia. . In a lesser 

· THE CORNFLOWER 

The perennial Cornflower that graces 
the flower- beds of so many British 

gardens. 

degree its white 
and red flowering 
sisters are also 
favoured. 

The cornflower 
belongs to the 
genus Centaurea. 
Its central florets 
which form a 
dome-like head, 
are tubular and 
five - cleft ; the 
outer florets, 
which have no 
stamens or pis
tils, are larger 
than the central 
ones and irregu
larly formed. 

It may be 
grown in the 
open from seed 
sown in April or 
from seed sown 

under glass in February ; transplanting and 
thinning should be done in June. Scientific 
name of the blue cornflower, Centaurea cyanus. 
CORNWALL. Consisting of the south-western 
extremity of the mainland of England, this 
county, with the Scilly Isles, has formed a 
royal duchy since 1337. Except on the east, 
it is bordered on all sides by the sea . 

The Tamar, which forms the Devon boundary, 
and most of the other rivers flow to the English 
Channel. The tin mines, which provide the 
chief occupation of the people, were known to 
the Phrenicians. Copper, slate and other 
minerals are also found, and fishing is an im
portant industry. Bodmin is the county town. 
Population, about 320,000 . 

• 

. 
• 

CORNWALLIS] 

CORNW ALLIS, CHARLES, FIRST MARQUIS 

(1738-1805). It was the defeat of this English 
general by George Washington which · lost 
England her American colonies. On the face of 
it, this may seem a circumstance calculat~d to do 
anything but add lustre to the fame of an English 
earl. It was, however, no lack of courage or 
ability which caused Lord Cornwallis to be 
besieged at Yorktown, in Virginia, by Washing
ton and his American and French troops, and 
to be forced to surrender to them on October 
19, 1781. The whole conduct of the war had 
been muddled by the indecision and bad judg
ment of others, and Lord Cornwallis was not. 
blamed by the people of England for what 
happened . 

On his return to England he soon re-estab
lished his reputation as one of the leading soldiers 
of his time. In 1786 he was appointed Com
mander-in-Chief and Governor-General of India, 
but he entered upon his duties very reluctantly. 
The military and civil admjnistration of India 
at that time was in a state of chaos and corrup
tion, and once in India, he threw himself into 
the work of reform with great energy and wisdom. 
That he was a man quite out of the ordinary is 
evident frqm the method he adopted in putting 
a stop to the stealing of the revenues. Before 
his time the collectors of the taxes were miser
ably paid, and as a result· they shamefully 
enriched themselves from the spoils of office. 
Cornwallis raised the salaries of the collect rs 
to such an adequate scale that there was no 
longer a temptation for ill-paid men to steal the 
money they handled in order to live. 

Fighting the Sultan of Mysore 
In 1792 Lord Cornwallis led an army against 

Tippoo Sahib, the Sultan of Mysore, and one of 
the bitterest enemies of the English. In com
pany with General Abercromby, he approached 
Tippoo's capital, Seringapatam, which was 
defended by the Sultan and 40,000 infantry, 
besides 5,000 horse. A short and fierce battle 
resulted in the rout of Tippoo, and- the entry 
of the English. · into his capital. Cornwallis, 
before he would make peace, compelled the 
Sultan to surrender one-half of his territories, 
and pay £3,600,000 as an indemnity. 

Returning to England after this victory, 
Cornwallis was created a marquis, and received 
other honours, which he well deserved. He was 
not a man of genius, but he possessed great 
ability, and was most honourable and upright 
in all that he did. 

In a private letter to his son, while the latter 
was a schoolboy, he unconsciously reveals his 
true character. After remarking that a recent 
honour, and the Order of the Garter, had come 
to him unsought and undesired, he added : 
"a reasonable object of ambition to a man is 
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