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CZECHO-SLOVAKIA
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A NEW STATE IN THE HEART OF OLD EUROPE
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Long famous for their industry and manufacturing skill, the Bohemians or Czechs, ·with their blood-relatives the Slovaks,
bid fair to build a prosperous nation now they are freed from Hapsburg rule. The plebiscite area, consisting of the district
of Teschen, was divided between Czecho-Slovakia and Poland as shown by the white line.

America there is a species called the bald it to England in return for a yearly tribute ; and
cypress, which sheds its foliage with the approach in 1914, after Turkey's entrance into the World
of winter. It is one of the most important War on the side of the Central Powers, Great
commercially of timber trees. The lumber . Britain formally annexed the island. Its imfrom other species is in demand for cabinet portance to Great Britain is as an outpost for
work and the making of musical instruments.
the defence of the Suez Canal.
Mountain ranges border the northern coast
Scientific name of common cypress, Cupressus sempervirens ,· of Lawson 's cypress, Chamcecyparis Lawsoniana;
and occupy much of the southern part of Cyprus.
of bald cypress, Taxodium distichu m •
Between them lies a plain once covered with
CY'PRUS. "Copper" does not sound exactly forests which supplied timber for the ships of
like " Cyprus," unless you pronounce the latter the Phoonicians and other ancient peoples, but
with a hard " C," but nevertheless the name of which now in many places is barren and unculthis metal comes from the Greek name (kupros) tivated. Such forests as remain are chiefly on
for the island which was famed in ancient times the mountains.
for its copper mines. Cyprus lies in the easternAgricultural Products and Minerals
Wheat, barley, oats, cotton, silk cocoons,
most part of the Mediterranean Sea, south of
Asia Minor and west of Syria. It is the third olives, and various fruits are produced. Ther~
largest of the Mediterranean islands, covering are ~xtensive vineyards, and both raisins and
wine are exported in considerable quantities.
an area of 3,584 square miles.
Cattle and sheep are raised successfully, and the
The Home of the Goddess Aphrodite
According to one Greek story Cyprus was the mules are noted. Copper, though not so plen- .
home of the goddess Aphrodite, who sprang tiful as in antiquity, is again being produced,
from the sea-foam near its shores. The island and there are also quarries of sandstone, limefirst appears in history about 1500 B.o., when it stone, marble, and granite. Salt, w~ch was
was conquered by the Egyptians. In the 6th also an important product in ancient t jmes, is
century B.O. it became a part of the Persian still obtained. Nicosia is the capital. PopuEmpire, and two centuries later it came under lation, about 310,000.
the rule of Alexander the Great. It was taken . CZECHO-SLOVAK (chek' o-slo-vak') REPUBby the Romans in 58 B.O. In the Middle Ages LIC. The most promising and firmly estab Cyprus formed part of the Byzantine Empire. lished of the states created by the qefeat of
Then it was conquered by Richard I of England Germany and Austria-Hungary in the World
("the Lion-Hearted ")during the Third Crusade. ·War is the Czecho-Slovak Republic, or CzechoIn 1489 it was taken from the last descendant of Slovakia, as it is sometimes called.
the crusading rulers by Venice, and a century · Above the red-tile roofs and the strange church
later it became part of the Turkish Empire. In towers of Prague, the capital, and its other in1878 the Turks gave over the administration of dustrial cities, smoke streams from many factory
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