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j CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 

chimneys, for Czecho-Slovakia is rich in manu
factures. There are extensive deposits of iron, 
coal and lignite, copper, silver, gold and clay. 
Everywhere outside the towns are broad rich 
fields of grain, potatoes, sugar-beets, and 
mustard. Goats and cattle browse on the hill
sides, ducks and geese waddle in the mud-holes, 
and peasant women with bare feet, short skirts, 

The Teschen C~al-mines j 

wheat, 85 per cent. of the maize, 35 per cent. 
of the potatoes, and about the same quantity of 
the barley. It also produces tobacco, flax, 
oats and wine. The Czechs (cheks), who are an 
energetic western Slavic people, are very fond 
of athletics, and their "sokols" or gymnastic 
societies are world famous. 

Although the country is linked by railways 

WOMEN TYPES OF ONE OF EUROPE'S NEW STATES 
and canals with the most 
important cities of Europe, 
its future commercial pro
sperity will depend to a very 
great extent on the opening 
up of .. additional lines to 
connect with those already 
in operation. Especially in 
Slovakia and the eastern 
portion of the state is there 
need for more railways . 
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A well-organized Czecho
Slovak army, estimated at 
100,000 men, fought vali
antly in Russia on tP.e side 
of the Allies in the course of 
the war. Even before the 
end of the struggle the Allies 
recognized the independence 
of Czecho - Slovakia from 
Austrian rule (Great Britain, 
August 3, 1918). 
How the State is Made Up 

Women of Jasenie, a small town of the baby republic of the Czecho-Slovaks . 
The town lies at the foot of the Carpathian Mountains, and as a Hungarian posses

sion was called Korosmezo. 

The western half of the 
new state is made up of the 
former Austrian provinces of 
Bohemia and Mora via, where 
the bulk of the population 
are Czechs. The eastern 
half includes Slovakia and 
Ruthenia, which formerly 
were parts of Hungary. The 
Slovak~ are closely related 
to the Czechs in language 
and race, but are sepal·ated 
from them by the Little 
Carpathian Mountains. The 
Ruthenians (also called 
Rusins, or Little Russians) 
are Slavs who are more 
closely related to the Rus

and bright-coloured handkerchiefs knotted over 
their heads bend their sturdy backs to the work 
of the fields. 

Bohemia, with Mora via and Silesia, before the 
World War, produced about four-fifths of th~ 
entire hop crop of Austria, more than a half of 
the barley, and nearly the whole qf the sugar .. 
beets. Slo.vakia's contribution to th~ agricul
tural products of Czecho-Slovakia amounts 
roughly to about two-fifths of the total quantity 
(}ultivated. It grows about 40 per cent. of the 

sians of the Ukraine ; they are guaranteed 
"autonop1y" (self-government) by the peace 
treaties. The non-Slavic peoples chiefly Ger
mans and Hungarians (Magyars) are mostly 
on the borders. 

The division of the disputed district of 
Teschen gave to Czecho-Slovakia the western 
portion containing the valuable coal deposits. 
The area of the new republic is about 56,000 
square miles, and its population abo11:t 
13,600,000. (See Austria-Hungary; Bohemia.) 

For an11 subject not found in it.J altJhabetlcal place see in/ormatiora 

1042 • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

.. 


