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DEFOE', DANIEL (1661-1731). Just as Jona- who h ad been put ashore· on a lonely island, 
than Swift is known first of all by " Gulliver's gave him the foundation for the book. But 
Travels," so Daniel Defoe, "first of journalists Defoe invented all the clever touches, all the 
and prince of story-tellers," is known by his best laborious effort of Crusoe's struggle against 
book, "Robinson Crusoe." People who ·hardly wind, weather, and lonesomeness. As someone 
know the name of its author can give you full has said, he put a commonplace Englishman on 
accounts of Crusoe's island, of the shipwreck, the a desert island and let him live like an English
r~Jft, and of "my man Friday." man. The shipwrecked mariner has always been 

Not very much is known of Defoe's early life a favourite idea in world fiction. Crusoe adds 
except that h e was the son of a London butcher, to the ideSt the homely virtues of England
was educated to be a clergyman, and that in steadfastness, patience, and inventiveness in 
religion he was a Dissenter. That is, he belonged the face of difficulties. 
to one of the sects which made up 0 AN 1 E L 0 E F 0 E • Why do not Defoe's other stories 
the Puritan movement, and did not . of adventure, such as " Captain 
believe in, or " dissented" from, the Singleton " and " Moll Flanders," 
established Church of England. have the power of " Robinson 

In 1702 he published a pamphlet Crusoe" ? One reason is that 
called "The Shortest· Way with they have no plot; they merely 
Dissenters." In this he pretended wander along from one incident to 
to agree _with the Church of another. Defoe had a plot forced 
England policy of persecuting the upon bjm in "Robinson Crusoe." 
Dissenters, but he advised such There was a man on a desert 
ridiculously severe punishments as island ; he must live or die. If 
to discredit that policy. The Tory he had died, Defoe would have 
government ordered his arrest for had no story, and so he shows step 
writing this satire, describing him by step Crusoe's struggle to live. 
as " .. a middle-sized, spare man, That struggle provided t4e thread 
about 40 years old, of a brown which h eld together the whole series 
complexion and dark, brown- Author . of the famous story of the hero's thrj}Hng adventures. 

'' Ro binson Crusoe.'' coloured hair, but wears a wig ; a (See Crusoe, Robinson.) 
hooked nose, a sharp chin, gtey eyes, and a D efoe's chief works were : A satirical poem " The 
large mole near his mouth." True-born Englishman" (1701); "The Shortest Way 

A Newspaper Begun in Prison with Dissenters" (1702); "Robinson Crusoe" (1719); 
" Captain Singleton" (1720) ; "Moll Flanders " (1721) ; 

Defoe was sentenced to three days in the "A Journal of the Plague Year" (1722); "A Tour 
pillory and to an indefinite t erm in prison. through the Whole I sland of Great Britain " (3 vols., 
Crowds of sympathetic friends surrounded him 1724-1726). 
while he was in the pillory. While in prison DELAWARE. This state of the United States 
he began the R eview, a sort of newspaper, of America takes its name from Lord de la Warr, 
which he kept in circulation until 1714. This an Englishman who visited Delaware Bay a year 
was the first of several such periodicals with or two after its discovery by Henry Hudson in 
which Defoe was connected, and which are 1609. The first settlement was made by the 

·important as the forerunners of the newspapers :Putch in 1631. 
of to-day. In 1666 the settlement passed into the hands 

Defoe was released from jail after less than of the English, with the conquest of New Amster
a year, through the influence of a statesman dam (:New York). The Duke of York, who 
whom he later helped by wrjting political received Delaware from the ·English king, soon 
pamphlets. But it is not in his political granted.it to William Perm. From 1683 untjl 
writings that· we are most interested. What the Revolution, Delaware remained closely con
people seek for to-day are the signposts which nected with Pennsylvania, though it had a 
direct them towards his work in fiction. Fiction, separate legislature after 1703. It became a 
as such, seemed wicked to many people of that separate state in 1776, and in 1789 gained the 
time; so Defoe wrote various "true histories." distinction of being the first commonwealth to 
Pirates, thieves, and adventurers gave him his ratify the Federal Constitution. 
material. When he had nothing real to work Delaware Bay, the estuary of the Delawar~ 
on, his facile imagination supplied the lack River, is 65 miles long, and in the centre about 
he made up the characters, the events, and the 30 miles . across. The channel varies in depth 
moral. from 30 to 60 feet. ·It is one of the principal 

The most successful "history" that he in- breaks in the coast of North America, and 
vented was that of " Robinson Crusoe." To partly separates Delaware State from that .of 
be sure, the story of Alexander Selkirk, a sailor New ,Jersey. Its entrance is 5 miles wide. .. _ 

contained in the Easy Reference Factr:~lndez .at the end of this Work 
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