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I DEMOSTHENES -
-- - -. - -

Demosthenes did plead his case against one of 
his unjust guardians in later life, and won a 
verdict for damages. 

When he first tried to speak in the public 
assembly, he was only laughed at. But Demos
thenes had the kind of will that triumphs over 
,all obstacles. To learn to speak more distinctly 
it is said that p.e practised speaking with pebbles 
in his mouth ; and to strengthen his voice he 
made speeches on the seashore amid the roar 
of the waves, or ran uphill as he recited. To 
overcome his awkward habit of lifting one 
THE WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS ORATOR 

.~ Demosthenes, the famous Greek statesman and soldier, and 
the greatest ora tor of all time. He had to flee from Athens, 

• 1 and took poison to escape execution. 

shoulder higher than the other, he hung a sword 
so that it would touch his shoulder if he raised 
it. He fitted up a room in a cave, where he 
could study and practise without interruption. 
Often he sat up at night, writing and rewriting 

I his SpeecheS by the glimmer of an Oil lamp. 
A man who was jealous of him once referred to 

1 
this with a sneer, saying, '' Demosthenes, your 
speeches smell of the lamp." 
· Success crowned his efforts, and Demosthenes 
at length rose to popularity and power, just at 
the time when a great danger threatened Athens. 

· King Philip who ruled Macedon, just north of 
Greece, was beginning those conquests which in 
the end made him master of Greece. Demos
thenes, foreseeing the danger, urged his country
men in one eloquent appeal after another to 
a~~e and preserve their freedom. His powerful 
orations against Philip were known as " Philip-
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pies," and they became so famous that to-day 
any jmpassioned denunciation or criticism is . 
called a "philippic." 

Only when it was too late did the Athenians 
heed the warnings of Demosthenes. Darker 
days followed for the great orator. The pro
Macedonian party, which had for its spokesman 
lEschines, an orator second only to Demosthenes, 
obtained his condemna~ion on a false charge of 
taking a bribe. He was fined and thrown into 
prison, from which he fled into exile. 

The Flight of Demosthenes 
When Alexander the Great of Macedon died, 

Demosthenes was recalled and led a last attempt 
to throw off the Macedonian yoke. Defeat put 
an end to the hopes of the patriots, and Demos
thenes had to flee for his life. When overtaken 
by his pursuers, he begged leave to write a letter. 
For a few moments he was seen to chew a pen, 
as was his habit when writing or thinking. But 
in the hollow of that reed he kept poison for just 
such a crisis. Soon he began to tremble, and, 
rising up, he tottered and fell dead. 

Demosthenes's greatest oration, entitled . "On the 
Crown," was delivered in 330 B.o. It was a review and 
justification of his public life, in answer to the criticisms 
of his enemies, and is the most splendid example of 
ancient oratory that has come down to us. 
DENBIGHSHIRE. This Welsh county, with 
an area of 665 square miles, has the Irish 
Sea on its nort~ern boundary, Carnarvon and 
Merioneth on the west, Montgomery and Salop 
on the south, and Flint and Cheshire on the 
east. Its surface is mountainous, although 
none of its heights is on the same scale as those 
of the neighbouring county of Carnarvon. 

There are some very pretty vales in this 
county. The river Dee, which falls into the 
sea above Chester, crosses the county of Denbigh, 
and its course marks some of the most beauti
ful valley scenery in the country. The· view 
around Llangollen is very fine indeed, while 
Ruskin described the town itself as " one of the 
most beautiful in Wales .or anywhere else." 
Llangollen's bridge over the Dee is one of the 
seven wonders of Wales. 

Early Inhabitants a War-like Race 
The history of the county goes back to pre

Roman times. The ancient inhabitants appear : 
to have been a war-like race, as they held their r 
country against all attacks from the east in : 
Saxon times, and there are many remains of 
ancient forts, camps, and castles in the county. 

There are areas of good agricultural land, 
while on the mountains sheep in lar-ge numbers : 
find pasturage. Coal and other mineralS are : 
found in various parts of the county, and at , 
Ruabon there are brick works. Among-:-the 
principal towns are Denbigh, the county town, 
Llangollen, Wrexham, and . Ruthin. Popula-
tion, about 155,000. · 
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