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I DIOGENES . 

DIOGENES (di-og'e-nez) (412-323 B.o.). Many 
anecdotes are told of this eccentric Greek 
philosopher. At one time, it is said, he was 
seen carrying a lantern through the streets of 
Athens in the daytime, and on being asked what 
he was looking for, answe~ed, "I am seeking an 
honest man." · 

Diogenes · came to Athens from the Greek 
colony of Sinope, on the Black Sea. He adopted 
the philosophy of the Cynics, who taught that 
to attain wisdom and virtue one must give up 
all the pleasures of life, which stand in the way 
of self-mastery. So he got rid of all his posses
sions, except a cloak and purse and a wooden 
bowl. lie threw away the bowl as unneces
sary when he saw a boy drinking from the 
hollow of his hand. It is said that he lived 
in a cask or tub, and in order to harden himself 
he used to roll in hot sand in summer, and 
in winter he embraced snow-covered statues. 

The Only Trade Diogenes Knew 
·At one time he made a voyage and was cap

tw'ed by pirates, who sold him as a slave in 
Crete. When asked his trade he replied that 
he knew no trade but that of governing men, 
and that he should be sold to a man who needed 
a :master. He was sold to a master, who took 
him to Corinth to conduct the education of his 
children, and there he became famous. 

Once Alexander the Great came to see him 
at Corinth and asked him if there was any favour 
he could do him. Diogenes replied_that the only 
thing Alexander could do for him was not to 
stand between him and the sun. Alexander was 
so struck with this answer that he said : " If I 
were not Alexander, I would be Diogenes.'' 
Diogenes died at Corinth, and a pillar was 
erected to his memory. 
DIONYSUS (di-o-ni'sU8). A beautiful youth, 

· glowing with vigour and attired in radiant 
garments, was wandermg alone on a sea-beach 
in Greece so the old story tells us when a 
band of pirates approached. Knowing that his 
beauty would comma:qd a good price in the 
slave markets of Asia, they seized the youth 
and carried him to their vessel. But scarcely 
was he on board when the fetters dropped from 
his limbs. 

''We have tried to bind a god ! '' cried the 
pilot, as he beheld the miracle. " Let us hast.en 
to restore this youth to the spot whence we took 
him, lest the immortals, for our impiety, affiict 
us with adverse winds and storms." 

Heedless of these words, the pirates set sail 
for the open sea. But presently the ship stood 
still. Tendrils of ivy twined about the oars, the 
masts and sails were quickly covered with vines 
laden with ripening grapes. Strains of magic 
flutes were heard, and streams of fragrant wine 
trickled over the vessel. 

DIONYSUS I 
The terrified crew entreated the pilot to steer 

for the shore. But it was too late. The yo~th 
changed into a roaring lion, and rushing upon 
the captain tore him in pieces. The sailors, 
maddened with terror, leaped overboard and 
wer~ changed into dolphins. Only the pious 
steersman escaped this fate. The captive, re
suming his true forn1, revealed himself as the 
great Dionysus, the god of the vine and the 
growing prh1ciple of Nature, whom the Romans 
called Bacchus. 

This is but one of the many adventures that 
DIOGENES AND THAT LANTERN TRICK 

The Greeks, famous for so many other things, were no more 
distinguished for honesty than other peoples of their time. 
In order to bring the matter home to them, Diogenes re
sorted to this little ruse of carrying a lantern in the daytime, 
so that they would ask him why, and he could reply that he 

was " looking for an honest man." 

befell Dionysus, during a time when he lived on 
earth and travelled from country to country, 
teaching men to cultivate the grape and to make 
wine. Often he rode in a chariot drawn by 
lions and leopards, and was attended by satyrs 
and bands of dancing women called Bacchantes. 
The satyrs were woodland deities, represented 
as half human, half goat. 

Dionysus's Satyr Companion 
Dionysus was the son of Zeus (Jupiter), the 

god of the sky, and of Semele, a goddess repre
senting the earth. In his early years he was 
cared for by an aged satyr named Silenus, who 
remained one of his favourite companions. 
Dionysus was represented in works of art as ~ 
beautiful youth, crowned with vine leaves or 
ivy, and wearing a faun skin over his shoulders. 

In Rome the Baochanalia, or festival of 
Bacchus, was celebrated every third year uniri.l 
186 B.c. (See· Drama.) 
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