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FIN-WHALE. Known also as rorquals, fin
. backs and :£inners, fin-whales are common in 
all seas except those near north ~nd south polar 
regions. There are four species, all of them 
·whalebone whales, but the whalebone is inferior 
to that of the other baleen whales. Neither 
have they so much blubber, and thus they do 
not supply as much oil. 

Sibbald's fin-whale is the largest of all living 
anjmals, and generally varies in length between 
70 and 80 feet, although specimens of even 
greater length have been caught. The lesser 
fin-whale is frequently seen in the waters round 
the British Isles. The fin-whale has a com
paratively slender form with a head measuring 
about one-fifth of the length of the body. The 
scientific name of the common fin-whale is 
Balrenoptera musculus. . 

THE COMMON SPRUCE FIR 

In North and Central Europe the common or Norway spruce 
tree is frequently seen. It thrives in cold climates and pro
duces timber that is largely used for ladders, masts, pit-props 

and flooring. (Photo: Henry Irving.) 
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FIORD. I£ you take up your atlas and turn to 
the map. of Norway, you will see a number of 
bays of varying length and breadth extending 
into the heart of the country. These coastal 
indentations were the result of the action of 
glaciers far back in the Ice Age. The glaciers 
cut out deep valleys, and when they disappeared 
the valleys became submerged, that is, covered 
over by the sea. The Scandinavian name -for 
these bays is fiord or fjord, similar openings on 
the coast of Scotland being known as firths or 
lochs. Inlets formed in a like manner also 
·break the coast of British Columbia. 

Of Little Commercial Importance 
The floor of a fiord is uneven, and the sides 

steep and rugged, and usually islands, making 
a natural breakwater, are dotted about the 
entrance. Fiords form natural passages into 
the interior of the country, but where they occur 
the hinterland is generally rugged and barren, 
and thus they are of little importance as water
ways, although they afford excellent harbour-

. age for ships. In Denmark, however, where most 
of the fiords are found on the east coast, several 
of the largest .towns stand at or near their head. 

Among the largest of the Norwegian fiords are 
Varanger, Sogne, reaching about 4,000 feet in 
depth, Hardanger, Lyngen, Folden; Trondhjem, 
Bukken and Christiania. They are overhung 
by steep and lofty precipices and extensive 
tracts of forest-land, ~ving a scenic effect of 
wildly rugged magnificence. The most remark
able of the Danish fiords is the Lim Fiord, which 
entirely severs the northern _part of Jutland, 
forming it into an island. Some fiords extend 
inland for as many as 60 to 80 miles. 
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FIR. Unlike the pine, whose long, slender 
needles are grouped in sheaths by twos, threes, 
fours or fives, the short, flat needles of the fir 
tree are single and grow in flat rows on opposite 
sides of the branches. They are dark green 
above and light green below. The cones grow 
erect on the branches. The :6r is a native of 
.Europe, as well as of North America. 

The Silver F'ir of the Pyrenees 
There are many species of firs, usually growing 

in high altitudes or cold climates and vary~ng · 
greatly in size and appearance. As a whole 
they are highly prized for their lumber and resin 
or gums. The silver fir of Europe (Abies pecti
nata) grows in large forests on the French slopes 
of the Pyrenees and elsewhere, at times attain
ing a height of 150 feet and a diameter of 6 feet. 
The silver fir of the American Pacific coast 
(Abies grandis) towers to 200 feet in height. 

Among the many other smaller species is the 
fragrant balsam fir (Abies balsamea) of Canada 
and the northern United States. It yields the 
Canada balsam used in mounting microscopic 
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