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''A NAME that RINGS Like · a .BATTLE-SONG'' 
RAN CE. The geo

France, as well as her 
stirring history, have 
fitted her for an import
ant part in world affairs. 
Situated at the cross
roads of western Europe, 
France is the least iso
lated of the great na
tions. She faces in every 
direction and has no 
'' back door.'' 

To the north her 
close neighbour is Great 
Britain; to the east . 
Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland lie at her 
gates ; to the south 
Italy and Spain·; a bare 
da y 7 s sail separates her 
from Africa ; and the 
sea route to the Bal
kans, the near East, 
and the Suez Canal 

• 

passes by her southe~n 
shores . 

Bordering at once 
on the Mediterranean, 
the Atlantic, the En-

Extent. North to south, about 6oo miles; east to west, 400 
to 570 miles. Coast line : English Channel, 672 miles ; 
Atlantic, 831 miles ; Mediterranean, 369 miles. Area (in
cluding Corsica and Alsace-Lorraine), 212,822 square miles. 
Population, about 41,ooo,ooo. 

Physical Features. Alps (Mont Blanc, 15,780 feet), Pyrenees, 
Jura, and Vosges Mountains. Rhone, Garonne, Loire, 
Seine, Somme, Meuse, and Moselle rivers; the Rhine now 
fonn.s part of .the eastern boundary. Climate, temperate; 
semi-tropical on south coast. 

Products. Textiles (cotton, woollen, linen, silk), laces, cloth
ing, objects of art and fashion ; coal, machinery, iron and 
steel, porcelain, glass, and chemicals; wines and cider; 
grains, potatoes, sugar, etc. 

Principal Cities. Paris (capital, more than 2,888,ooo popu
lation) ; Marseilles, Lyons (more than soo,ooo) ; Bor
deaux, Lille (more than 2oo,ooo) ; Strasbourg, Nantcs, 
Toulouse, St. Etienne, Nice, Le Havre, Rouen, Roubaix, 
Nancy, Reims, Toulon (more than xoo,ooo). · 

Colonies. In Asia, Indo-China; in Africa, Algeria (treated 
as a part of France proper, for most purposes), Tunis, 
Morocco protectorate, French Equatorial Africa, Mada
gascar, etc. ; in America, French Guiana, Martinique, 
Guadeloupe; various islands in the Pacific (New Cale
donia, Tahiti, Marquesas islands, etc. ). Total area of 
Colonies, about 4,ooo,ooo square miles ; population, about 
46,ooo,ooo. 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCE'S HEROINE 
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glish Channel, and the 1 • 

edge of the North Sea, ~ 
France belongs equally 
to southern and north
ern Europe to the 
old era and to the 
ne"\\' . When Rome was 
the centre of the civi
lized world, Gaul aJs 
France was then called 
-was a notable part 
of her empire; and 
when medireval Venice 
and Genoa controlled 
the " 'orld's commerce, 
the French were close 
at hand to play their 
part. · 

Then, w h e n t h. e 
scene of power shifted 
from south to north 
through the discover
ies jn the New World, 
along the A f r i c a n 

The sublime patriotism of the French people finds its ideal in 
the figure of J oan of Arc. There is hardly a village in the 
land that does not have a statue of this girl warrior to inspire 

young and old with thrilling memories. 

It is only natural that, 
in a region so open to 
the world, we should 
find a varied racial mix
ture. Traces of several 
important prehistoric 
races abound in France 
(see Cave Dwellers) ; 
but at the dawn of 
recorded historv most ... 
of France was inhabited 
by the Gauls, a people 
of Celtic blood. 
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In the south- east, 
however, lived the Li
gurians, of the same 
race as the ancient 
dwellers in northern 
Italy ; and in the 
south-west the Iberians, 
probably survivors of 
a widespread race who 
had inhabited western 
Europe before the 
coming of the Celts. 

Ph renician mer
chants settled at a 
very early date on the 
lVIedi terranean coast ; 
and about 600 B.o. 
Greek traders founded 
the colony of l\1assalia 
(modern Marseilles), 
and rapidly extended 
their commerce far 
into the interior . . 
Then, in the succeed-
ing centuries, came 
the Roman conquerors; 
under whose dominant 
rule Gaul became 
Romanized. 

The invasion of the 
Germanic tribes fol
lowed the ' l isigoths, 
the Burgundians, and 
the Franks, the latter 
giving the land their 
O\Yn nan1e and supply
ing a dominant influ
ence which was never 
overthrown. Moors or 
Saracens from Spain 
settled for a time north 

coast, and in the far Pacific, turning men's eyes 
away from the "middle sea," France retained 
the jmportance which was lost by other Medi
terranean lands. 

of the Pyrenees and exercised a fleeting rule ; 
and fair-haired Northmen from Scandinavia 

·made their homes along the English ·Channel 
and became in time the Normans. 
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. oontoined in the Easy Reference Fact·lndez ot the end of this t.l1ork 
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