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You are looking across "Mother Ganga," as the Hindus call the Ganges River, at the holy city of Benarcs, and 0 . 1 

the right you can see the Great Mos que of Aurungzebe. ·Along the banks of the river at this point there are nearly 
fifty . ghats, flights of s teps leading down to the water, with temples and resting-places for the numerous pilgrims who 

come to purify themselves in the river's sacred waters . 
• 

September 1503, with the first tribute of gold 
from the East. In spite of the part he had 
played in gaining a foothold for Portugal in 
the East, it was not until 1524, when he was 
more than 60 years old, that he was appointed 
governor or viceroy of the country. Old as he 
was he set out energetically to reform abuses 
in the government, but within a few months 
after taking office he died. 
GANGES (gan'jez) RIVER. Born in northern 
India in an ice-cave beneath the Himalayan 
snows: Ganges,. the sacred river of the Hindus, 
breaks through the last mountain barrier just 
above ancient Hardwar. At first scarcely more 
than a series of broad shoals, long deep pools 
and rapids, the river keeps to a south-easterly 
course until Cawnpore is reached, that blackest 
spot on the Indian conscience, for here on a 
flight of steps, Massacre Ghat, leading down to 
the Ganges, 600 women and children were 
killed during the Indian Mutiny of 1857. 

The Holy Waters of ''Mother Ganga" 
When one-half of its journey through the 

most densely populated region of the world is 
done, the Ganges is joined by a sister stream 
the Jumna, their doab (land between two rivers) 
being irrigated by two very elaborate and costly 

• canal systems fed from the Ganges. The little 
point of land thrust out into their united swirl
ing waters is, next to Benares, the holy of 
holies for the Hindus ; here they come .by 
hundreds of thousands each year to wash away 

• 

their sins in muddy " Mother Ganga," which 
is here deep enough to bear all sorts of small 
native craft and navigable throughout the rest 
of her 1,540-mile journey to the sea. 

In a great circle the river sweeps past Benares, 
with every. caste and race of Hindu India 
swarming like a busy ant-hill down its drab 
stone ghats (steps) into the purifying flood of 
the Ganges, for the everlasting good of their 
souls and the cleansing of their bodies. At the 
head of its delta, but still 240 miles from the 
Bay ·of Bengal, the Ganges, having dropped 
nearly to sea-level, slackens its pace, and begins 
to deposit along its banks the precious load of 
silt brought down from the Himalayas. 

Crocodiles of the Ganges Delta 
Eighty miles from the sea, at Calcutta, where 

smoke belches from factory and mill chimneys, 
the Ganges (called Hugli here) is choked with 
shipping. The rest of the Ganges delta is a 
labyrinth of crocodile-infested waterways and 
ever-shifting river channels in which the native 
goes to.market, calls on his neighbours, and even 
travels to his fields, with his patient water
buffalo, in a boat, not on a road. In the spring 
thousands of acres of growing rice are sub
merged up to the head of the grain! and the 
whole country looks like part and parcel of the 
sea. The volume of flood water that comes 
down makes short work o£ embankments, and 
often whole villages have been wiped away 
in the course of a single night . 
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