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GIBRAL 'TAR. Like a reclining lion dozing 
in the southern sun, the great rock of Gibraltar 
looks sleepily across the 12 miles of water which 
separate this southernmost point of Spain from 
Ceuta, on the African side of the strait leading 
into the Mediterranean. But in case of need 
this pe.aceful-seeming rock can leap in:to thunder 
and flame from powerful cannon which lie hid 
in many a waterside or rock-hewn battery. 
Gibraltar for more than 200 years has been 
a garrison and crown colony of Great Britain, 
her chief naval base on the Mediterranean 
route to India. The fortifications are so strong 
t}lat the rock is considered impregnable. The 
eastern side is so steep as to be altogether 
secure from assault. 

Gibraltar lies at the end of a low sandy penin
sula, about three miles long and half a mile 
in average width. The rock itself rises to a 
height of 1,408 feet. Its western side is washed 
by the Bay of Gibraltar, where at the foot of the 
rock lies the town of Gibraltar, with a popula
tion of about 25,000, including the garrison of 
between 5,000 and 6,000 men. Aliens are not 
allowed to reside in Gibraltar without a special 
permit from the British authorities. At the 
northern end of the rock is an open space, part 
of which, lying between the British and the 
Spanish lines, is called the " neutral ground" 
and is uninhabited. 
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How Gibraltar Got Its Name 
Gibraltar, with its opposite African cape 

(where lies the Spanish town of Ceuta), was 
called by the Greeks the '' Pillars of Hercules '' 
and was once thought to be the western limit 
of the world. Gibraltar takes its name (Jebel
al-Tarik, "hill of Tarik ") from the Moham-

. · medan chief who led his troops across the straits 
in A.D. 711; captured it, and built a fortress 
there. In 1704 it was captured from the Span
iards by the British, and has remained in their 
possession ever since. It has endured many 
sieges, especially the great one of 1779-83, 
when the garrison held out against a joint be
sieging force of French and Spaniards. This 
is regarded as one of the most memorable 
sieges of history. The final episode was the 
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grand attack in September, 1782, by a fleet 
especially equipped with massive wooden ar
mour. Every attacking ship was blown· up or 
burnt to the water's edge by cannon-balls 
heated red hot and fired from the Gibraltar 
batteries. 
GINGER. The history of ginger goes back 
to a remote period in India. The Greeks 
and Romans imported it, and during the Middle 
Ages it was next in value to pepper, a pound 
costing as much as a sheep. It is an important 
commercial crop in India, China, West Africa, 
in the West Indies, and in Central America . 
Jamaica ginger is the finest and most valuable . 

The Chief Source of Preserved GiQger 
Ginger spice is made from the root-stoch.s of 

a perennial reed-like plant, similar in appear
ance to our iris or flag-root. Ginger is marketed 
in two forms, preserved or green ginger, and 
dried or cured ginger. China supplies prac
tically all of the preserved ginger, which is 
prepared with sugar syrup or honey. For dried 
ginger the root is dug out after the leaves of 
the plant have withered. When the skin is 
left on it is known as " black ginger " ; when it 
has been remeved before drying, it is " white 
gir1ger." The essence of ginger used in flavour
ing is a tincture of ginger and alcohol. 

Scientific name of common ginger plant, Zingiber 
officinale. The plant usually grows to a height of about 
two feet. The flowers are yellowish-white and frag
rant. ...Anoth er important membe~ of the ginger family 
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is tu?'?ne?·ic, whose powdered roots are used as a yellow 
dyestuff, as a condiment (especially in curry powder), 
and in medicine. 
GINGKO. This peculiar tree, native to China 
and Japan, is the sole survivor of a genus once 
widely distributed over the world. It is a 
graceful tree, with numerous slender branches, 
which form . a cone-shaped head. The fruit, 
about the size of a small plum, has a disagree
able odour, and its kernel when roasted tastes 
like maize. The tree is considered sacred. 
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This is the Rock of Gibraltar that looms above the narrow western entrance of the Mediterraneano Its peak is 1,408 feet 
above the sea, and hidden in its rugged sides of pale grey limestone are countless great British guns, commanding the 
12-mile passage which separates Europe from Africa. Europa Point, on which the lighthouse stands, is the most southerly 

projection of the rock. The public gardens, the barracks, and the docks are situated on the Atlantic side . 
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