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Famous Paintings 

is t here to tell of my work ~ 
Long as verse lives., my name 
shall endure ! ' ' 

\ 

Among the most famous of 
Giotto's paintings are his p as
sionate and dramatic ' Death 
of St. Francis " and " Ascension 
of St. John,'' in the Church of 
Santa Croce, Florence ; his por
trait of Dante, also in Florence; 
his ''Christ before Caiaphas,'' 
and his simple and beautiful 
" Visitation of 1\iary to Eliza
beth," in P adua. These and 
others of his paintings reveal to 
us the simple original genius 
of the greatest painter Italy 
produced before the flowering 
of the Renaissance. 
GIPSIES. Have you ever, going 
down a country road, r ounded 
a corner and found in a secluded 
spot a family of gipsies camp
ing ~ And has your mother told 
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f.~ . . . . - you never to go near their 

camps, because gipsies steal 
things and kidnap children ~ 
And have you gone on your 
way, half fascinated and half 
afraid, wondering who these ~ . 
strange people may be, where 
they came from, and why they 
spend their lives in this way ~ 

A Strange Problem 
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GIPSlESl 

The gipsies are as distinct in 
physical characteristics as the 
J evvs . In character they are 
boastful, quick-tempered, and 
quick-witted, generous to their 
own clan, and grasping towards 
outsiders ; fond of gaiety and 
bright colours, and vvith no 

. very clear idea of property 
' . i rights. 1,hey are wonderful 
~ musicians, playing the fiddle and 

the guitar with a wild charm~ 
·and singing many old folk-songs 

1 and ballads. The women tell 
· i fortunes and practise tricks of 

i various kinds. Many of the 
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men are t inkers or travelling 
smit hs, while others are horse
traders. 

From " Little Egypt " 
· , The English name "gipsy " 
. ' : comes from an old idea, once 

1 believed almost universally, that 
the gipsies came from Egypt ; 

· · and they themselves, apparently 
: not knowing where they really 
; did come from~ accepted this 
! 

~ and said they were from a 
• 

t mythical country called " Little 
: 1 Egypt." 

The first . clear t races of the 
gipsies are found in the islands 
of the Mediterranean and in 
the Balkan p eninsula. They 
appeared in Germany about 
1417, and soon little bands of 
them had spread over all the 
countries of Europe. As they 

If you have asked yourself 
these questions you have done 
what many wise scientists have 
done. And if you have found 
no answer, they have not done 
much better. For the gipsies 
are one of the strangest pro
blems to be found anywhere in 
the study of races. They live 
in the midst of settled civiliza 
tion, yet they are not of it ; 
they pitch their little tents in all 
the countries of Europe, western 
Asia, northern Mrica, North and 
South America, and Australia ; 
yet wherever they go they speak 
dialects of their own which vary 
from country to country yet 
always keep certain main char
acteristics, so that gipsies from 
many countries can understand 
one another. They have no 
religion of their own, most of 
them are ignorant, and they 
know almost nothing of their 
own former history. . 

An enchanting bell-tower of varie
gated marble piercing the skies of 
Florence, its surface adorne<J with 
beautifully pointed windows, slender 
columns, statues and reliefs this 
is the world-famous campanile of 

lived by their wits, and usually 
at the expense of the poor 
people, they soon got them
selves disliked , and in spite of 
a safe conduct given them by 
the Emperor Sigismund, who 
was also King of Hungary, at
tempts were made to get rid of 
them. At various times and 
places se·vere laws were made 
against them, anq they were 
branded, tortured, and even 
executed. But ultimately these 
laws were changed, though only 
in rare places have the gipsies 
even to-day given up their old 
habits of wandering and settled 
down. The countries of Hun- . 
gary, Russia, and Spain have 
the largest number. The total 
number of gipsies is estimated 
at 700,000. The language they Giotto, the great Italian artist. 
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