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I The Youthful Warrior HANNIBAL I 
• 

The MILITARY GENIUS of CAR THAGE 
How the Great Hannibal, who Studied Warfare as a Boy, Led a Vast Army Across 

the Pyrenees and Alps to Victory Against the Romans 
ANNIBAL (about 247-183 B.o.). "I swear dauntless leader. In places the natives rolled 
that so soon as age will permit, I will follow heavy stones down the mountain sides upon 

the Romans both at sea and on land. I will use them ; many men slipped down the icy precipices 
fire and steel to aiTest the destiny of Rome." and were killed; others perished of cold, hunger, 
The boy Hannibal stood at the altar beside his and exhaustion, so that the army was reduced 
father, the great Carthaginian general Harnilcar to less than half its original number when it 
Barca, and repeated this solemn oath of enmity descended upon the plains of northern Italy. 
against his ~ountry's THE OATH oFT HE Boy HA N NI BA L By the skilful use of 
powerful rival. his cavalry, in which 

The warrior and his the R o m an s were 
young son were setting weak, Hannibal won 
out together for Spain, two great victories, 
where Hamilcar hoped at the Trebia River 
to gain conquests that and at Lake Trasi-
w o u Id compensate men e. Alarmed at 
Carthage for .the pos- these disasters, which 
sessions that Rome _had shattered one 
had wrested :from it in army and nearly de-
the disastrous war re- stroyed another, the 
cently ended the Romans appointed a 
First Punic War. He dictator an official 
was taking Hannibal invested with extra-
with him that he might ordinary power. Their 
learn the ways of war choice fell upon a wise 
and, to prepare to re- s t a t e s m an named 
new the death-struggle Quintus Fabius Maxi-
with Rome for the su- mus. Instead of risk-
premacy of the Medi- jng an engagement at 
teiTanean. once, Fabius adopted 

So well did ·nan- a policy of following 
nibal learn his lesson the Carthaginian 
that after his father's army, delaying it and 
death he succeeded to harassing it in every 
the command of the possible way. From 
army in Spain, and t hi s h e w a s nick-
three years later (218 named Cunctator, or 
B.o.) was prepared to "delayer." 
renew the contest to When only nine years old, Hannibal was taken by his father to At I as t' in the 
which he had been Spain to learn the ways of war. Before going he was made summer of 216 B.O., a 

to swear undying vengeance against the Romans, an oath 
dedicated. While the which he faithfully kept. He. won many victories, but finally Roman army of be-
Roman Senate was met With defeat. · tween 7 0, 0 0 0 and 
planning to invade the Carthaginian domains, 100,000 met Hannibal's band at Cannm, near 
Hannibal was already starting on the most the south-eastern coast of Italy. Though far 
daring march known to the ancient world. outnumbered, Hannibal managed by clever 

Hannibal's Historic March Across the Alps strategy to surround the forces of his enemy 
Along the eastern coast of Spain, over the and annihHate them. Ex-consuls, senators, 

Pyrenees, and across the swift waters of the nobles, thousands of the best citizens were 
Rhone, he led his forces of 50,000 foot soldiers, am·ong the 60,000 slain. Of the gold rings which 
9,000 horsemen, and scores of elephants. It they wore as an indication of their rank 
was already autumn and the cold was intense Hannibal is reported to have sent a bushel to 
when this band, accustomed to the sunny lands Carthage. 
of Africa and Spain, began to cross the perilous But the victory bore little fruit, for Hannibal 
Alps. Blinded and almost overwhelned by was one man fighting against a nation. He failed 
snowstorms, over steep and narrow paths they to receive support either from his own country
struggled~ cheered and encouraged by their men or from the Italians that he subdued during 
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