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[ HANO.VER 

the 15 years that he remained in Italy. His 
brother Hasdrubal, coming to his aid with rein
forcements from· Spain, was met by a Roman 
force, completely defeated , and slain. 

Still Hannibal struggled on, until a Roman 
army under Scipio Africanus invaded Carthage, 
and he was forced to return home. At Zama in 
his own country, the lion-hearted commander 
who for 15 years had ravaged It.aly suffered a 
crushing and final defeat. The long battle for 
supremacy was ended and Rome was mistress 
of the Mediterranean. 
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HANSEATIC LEAGUE I 
HANOVEll, GERMANY. For about 120 years 
the kings of Great Britain were also German 
princes, ruling the kingdom (formerly electorate) 
of Hanover in north-western G-ermany. This 
state of things lasted from the accession of 
George I, the :first of the Hanoverian (or Bruns
wick) dynasty, in 1714, until the death of his 
great-great-grandson, William IV. Owing to a 
law forbidding female succession in Hanover, 
that land passed to another ruler when Queen 
Victoria ascended the British throne in 1837. 

Joined to Prussia by Bismarck 
Surrender Demanded by the Romans In the war between Prussia and Austria, in 

Hannibal now showed that he could be a 1866, Hanover was allied with Austria, and vie
statesman as well as a soldier. Elected chief torious Bismarck thereupon annexed it to 
magistrate, he reformed and strengthened the Prussia, of which it still remains a part . The 
government of Carthage and contrived to pay, area of this Prussian province is now 14,870 
without hardship to t he people, the heavy square miles, and its population about 3,000,000. 
tribute exacted by Rome. The Romans, The city of Hanover , the capital of the pro
alarmed by this prosperity and by the charges vince about 60 miles south-east of Bremen, 
of his enemies that he was plotting to renew contains an iiTegularly built " old town," with 
the war against Rome, demanded Hannibal's handsome new quarters to t he north and east. 
surrender. To avoid falling into t heir hands, There are many fine parks, picture galleries 
he fled to Asia, to the court of Antiochus Ill at and museums, and a palace with magnificent 
Ephesus. In the war which followed he took deco~ations . Numerous manufactures hard
no important part, but when peace was con- ware, chemicals, machinery, linen, tobacco, etc. 
eluded the surrender of Hannibal was one of - have _contributed to t he city's rapid growtl;l. 
the condit ions. Foreseeing such a result, }le fled in the past half-century. Population of the 
to . Bithynia, and when, several years later , the city about 300,000 . 

HANOVER'S HANDSOME NEW TOWN HALL HANSEAT'IC LEAGUE. A fleet 
- ~-.::--":'"":-::~~"":~':':"""':"~··~~ ... ~ of tall-masted ships met in the Sound 
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of 1368. They came from the towns 
·' of northern Germany belonging to _the · 

· l Hanseatic League, which was at ~ar 
1 \IVith the King of Denmark. . 

For two years they harassed the 
Danish coasts and waters, sacked 
Danish cities, and plundered their 
treasures. At the end of that time 
t.he King of Denmark was glad to 
make peace, although the t erms ex
acted were humiliating . . The towns 
comprising the League demanded 
a share in the Danish revenues for 
15 years, the possession of Danish 
strongholds, and the final voice in the 
selection of the Danish kings . 

~........_....____ .. _... 
The League was the first systematic· 

trade-union known in the history of 
European nations, and the high politi

cal influence which it rapidly attained was due 
to its development of sounder principles of 
trade than hitherto. 

Hanover has several fine puolic buildings, both old and new, one of the 
finest' of the newer buildings being the Town Hall, which took the place 

of the old Town Hall, a late Gothic building of the 15th century. 

Romans hunted him out, he took poison, 
which, we are told, he always carried with him 
• • In a rmg. 

So died one of the greatest and most gifted 
military leaders of ancient times ; an ardent 
patriot, a crafty strategist, and the most for
midable foe that ever t hreatened the Roman 
Republic at the height of its power. (See 
Carthage.) . 

The foregoing episode in the history of th~ 
confederation of North German towns known as 
the Hanseatic League gives an idea of the power 
it then possessed. It had been growing up 
gradually. No one knows just when it began. 
More than a hundred years earlier towns had 
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