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HELPING NATURE TO PRO V IDE A HARBOUR FOR MARSEILLES 
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This picture of the e.ntrance to the so-called " old harbour , of Marseilles shows how artifid3.1 works are used to improve 
natural harbours. Although the land-locked bay provides good shelter for vessels riding at anchor, the French engineers 
have erected breakwaters _to break the force of th~ waves across the harbour's mouth, and have dredged basins in order to 

let big ships come alongside the docks. · The ships we see here are mostly French naval vessels. 

formed alliances or '' hansas '' to protect their 
traders from the plundering barons along the 
highways and the pirates upon the seas. These 
alliances proved so useful that gradually more 
towns joined the strongest league, of which 
Liibeck was the centre, and this union became 
known as the Hanseatic League. 

When the League was at the height of its 
power in the 14th century it probably contained 
nearly 100 towns, extending from Dinant in 
Belgium to Cracow in Poland. 

Exemption from Taxes and Tolls 
Merchants of the League were exempt from 

the taxes and tolls levied upon others. And 
in some places they had a monopoly of a certain 
trade, as of the herring fisheries off the coast of 
Sweden. The League grew to be so powerful 
that it not only protected its merchants but also 
maintained its fleet and even engaged in war to 
safeguard its interests. 

But quarrels between the towns gradually 
weakened the influence of the League, and by 
1630 most of the towns had deserted the alliance, 
but the free towns of Hamburg, Liibeck, and 
Bremen continued to be known as Hansa towns, 
still retaining their local self-government, until 
the latter part of the 19th century. (See 
Bremen; Hamburg.) 

HARBOURS. The destiny of n~tions is largely 
controlled by their coast lines. Commerce, 
with the progress in civilization which follows 
on its heels, most readily springs up where there 
are well-sheltered harbours in which ships may 
safely load and unload their cargoes. 

Despite its vast potential wealth, Africa, with 
the exception of the- narrow strip along the 
Mediterranean, remained undeveloped until the 
19th century, largely because it has so few 
natural harbours. On the other hand, the civi
lization we enjoy to-day was born in the Medi
te~!'anean lands, where many safe harbours 
tempted men to traverse the sea and interchange 
products and ideas. One of the controlling 
factors in bringing about the differences be
tween the '' unchanging East '' and the change
ful West has been the abundance of harbours in 
Europe and their comparative scarcity in Asia. 

Need of Constant Dredging 
Immense sums have been spent to improve 

natural harbours or to construct artificial ones. 
Tremendous breakwaters and jetties have been 
built far out into the sea to break up heavy sea~ 
and afford a safe refuge. Other jett-ies have· been 
built to narrow the channel and increase the 
scouring effect of the qurrent, thus deepening 
the water. Constant dredging is necessary in 
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