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1 Artist and Scholar

opportunity for its pursuit in England. It is, as the text, and through all the 400 years since
however, very popular in Switzerland, Canada, t hat time, whenever " The Praise of Folly "
and the United States.
has been r eprinted , Hans Holbein's illustrations
The measurements of the hockey field are have been r eprintE.d with it.
as follows : Length , 100 yards ; breadth, 55
Holbein drew illustrations for many other
to 60 yards. Lines called the '' side-lines '' books also, among them Martin Luther 's transand "goal-lines n r esp ectively. Another line lation of the Bible into German. He display~d
is drawn 5 yards inside and parallel to ·the side- great skill also in other lines. H e painted pielines. In front of each goal a line 4 yards long . tures and portraits ; he· designed stained -glass
windows
;
h
e
even
drew
is drawn parallel to
TESTS OF SKILL IN FIELD HOCKEY
the . goal-line. The
d esigns for women's cosends of this are cartumes ! The old saying
ried round a curve,
that artists are born and
forming a quarter cirnot made must have been
true in t he case of
cle, until they r each
the goal - line at a
Holbein, for withpoint 15 yards from
out a magic gift
each of the goal
, from some good
posts. Thj s semifairy, h e could
circle is called the
hardly, at the
" striking circle."
early age of 20
Goals are 4 yards
The picture above was taken just at the moment when a
years, have ex"White" player has scored a goal for his side by driving the
wide, and the
in
so
many
celled
ball between the goal-posts.
At the left two players are
uprights are 7 f~et
lines.
" bullying " the ball to start the game. A player from each side
alternately strikes the ground and then his opponent's stick
high.
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three times, after which either may strike the ball. The man
at the right has just made a stroke with the reverse side of his
stick. Ice hockey, which is better
known in America, is similar to
field hockey, except that there are
·
seven players to a side instead of
eleven, and the game is played on
the ice, with the players on skates.
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HOLBEIN (hal'bin), HANS (1497-1543).

In the

long-ago days when Luther was drifting into
his revolt against the Roman Catholic Church,
Hans Holbein, a young German artist, left his
father's studio in the wealthy old cultured city
of Augsburg, to seek his fortune in Basel,
Switzerland. His purpose was to furnish illustrations for the wonderful new printed books
that were there being published.
Learned Men of Basel

The busy Rhine city of Basel boasted in those
days "at least one learned man in every house."
Among these scholars was the famous Erasmus,
who had come to Basel to oversee the publication of the first printed edition of the New
Testament in the original Greek, and other works
which he had edited. This wise man and the
young artist at once struck up a friendship, and
Holbein drew pictures for a very clever satire,
called :' The Praise of Folly " (Encomium
Morice), which Erasmus had written for relaxation, and which his friend s persuaded him
to publish. The pictures were quite as clever

After a time r eligious strife between Catholics
and Protestants became so bitter that life in
Basel was most unsettled. Then Holbein, with
a letter from his friend Erasmus to an Englishman of influence, again set out to try his for- ·
tune in a strange land. This time h e came to
London, and here, thanks to Erasmus's letter,
met with a favourable reception and later became court painter to Henry VIII. The king's
fondness for Holbein has passed into a legend.
When a nobleman complained of the favour
shown the base-born artist, the king said : "My
lord, know that of seven peasants I can easily
make seven earls, but of the seven earls I cannot
make one Holbein ! ''

•

•

Holbein at the Court of Henry VIII

In England Holbein was known chiefly as a
painter of portraits. An old account of his services at the court of H enry VIII r elates that h e
painted the portrait of the king, " life size, so
well that everyone who looks is astonished,
since it seems to live as if it moved its head and
limbs." The account continues : " H e made
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