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1 HOLLAND 

portraits of the principal folk of the realm in 
such numbers that it is a matter for wonder 
how he could ever. have finished so many ! " 

Although his life was spent in Switzerland and 
England, H olbein is regarded as a German 
artist. Comparing him with the other master 
artists of that nation, it is said : " Diirer was 
the greater genius, a greater thinker, a greater 

. engraver, but Holbein was the greatest painter 
Germany has ever produced." 

His paintings and drawings are found in most 
of the larger galleries of Europe. His l\1adonna, 
in the Grand-Ducal Palace of Darmstadt, is one 
of Germany's masterpieces. His most celebrated 
picture is the portrait of his friend Erasmus, in 
t he Louvre, Paris. 
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HOLMES I 

HOLMES, OLIVER WENDELL (1809-1894). 
When James Russell Lowell chose Holmes to 
be the first prose writer for the new American 
review, the Atlantic Monthly, in 1857, he de
clared confidently: '' The success of this maga
zine rests with Dr. Holmes. H e has written 
little, but you will see. His mind is like a bright 
mountain stream that has been dammed up 
in the hills, waiting only an outlet to the ocean . 
• 

H e has a wonderful store of thought serious, 
comic, pathet ic, po~tic." · 

The delightful essays entitled " The Auto
crat of the Breakfast Table '' proved Lowell 
a true prophet, for nothing so witty and wise, 
so humorous and kindly, had been produced 
in America before t hey were published. 

Dr. Holmes's success as a 
• 

writer was the more remark-
"THE AMBASSADORS." BY HANS HOLBEIN 

able because writing was not 
his chief business. H e was a 
busy physician and Harvard 
professor, who, besides caring 
for his big practice, made 
original scientific investiga
tions and wrote medical works. 
H e was born in Cambridge, 
Massachusett s, U.S.A. 

His fame as a writer began 
while he was still at college, 
with his poem '' Old Iron
sides," that saved the old 
frigate Constitution from de
struction. The volume that 
contained t he funny " My 
Aunt" and the humorous-pa
thetic " Last Leaf" appeared 
t he year that he took his M.D. 
degree at Harvard. So often 
was Holmes called upon for 
verses for special occasions 
that he has been called t he 
poet laureate of Boston. 
Holmes's "Breakfast Table" 

The ambassadors are J ehan de D~nteville, Lord of Polisy, on the left, and Georges 
de Selve, Bishop of Lavaur, on the right. Beside the lute is an open music book 
containing the score and words of a Lutheran hymn. In the foreground is the 

The reputation t hat his 
"Autocrat of t he Breakfast 
Table " brought him never 
dimmed. He followed t hose 
essays with " The Professor 
at the Breakfast Table '' and " anamorphosis," or perspecti vely distorted image of a human skull. 

HOLLAND. That part of t he modern king
dom of the Netherlands which stretches east 
of the Zuider Zee and north of the river Rhine, 
and includes the richest and largest cities. The 
land is below sea-level, and is protected by 
dikes. 

Because of the historical, economic, and 
political importan0e of the two provinces, 
North Holland and South Holland, the name 
"Holland" is frequently applied to the whole 
kingdom of the Netherlands. 

"The Poet at the Breakfast Table," and found 
time also to write two novels. Holmes's poetry, 
chiffiy humorous, embraces noble things, like 
"The Chambered Naut ilus," whose last stanza 
reads : 
Build thee more stately mansions, 0 my soul, 

As the swift seasons roll ! 
Leave t hy low-vaulted past. ! 
Let each n ew temple, nobler than the last, 

Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 
Till thou at length art free, 
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Leaving thine out grown shell by Hfe's unresting sea ! 
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