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J H 0 M~ R It O{(©CS~~~ 1 I The Tales of Troy / 

The GREAT BLIND POETo/ ANCIENT GREECE 
• 

Disputes as to H is Birthplace, a11,d whether H e was One Person or M any 

OMER. There is no greater name in poetry 
than that which stands for t he unknown 

author or authors of the famous epics of Greece, 
the Iliad and t he Odyssey. According to the 
ancient ·historian Herodotus, Homer was an 
Asiatic Greek who lived about 850 B.o. But the 
Greek historians themselves differ as to where 
he was born and when he lived, thus giving rise 
to the saying : 

Seven cities contend for Homer dead 
Through which the living Homer begged his bread. 

The Iliad from Ilium, which was one of 
the names of Troy tells us all about the great 
ten years' war ,between the Trojans and the 
Greeks. Paris, a Trojan prince, h&d gone on 
.a visit to Menelaus, the King of Sparta, an 
ancient town in Greece, and while there had 
fallen in love with H elen, one of the most 
beautiful women in the world, and wife of 
Menelaus. Paris persuaded H elen to run away 
from her husband and go to Troy with him, 
and, when Helen refused to return, Menelaus 

Tradit ion pictures him 
as a blind old man, 
who wandered from 
place to place reciting 
his poems. 

"THE BEAUTEOUS PARIS," PRI NCE Oi' TROY 
called upon the other 
princes of Greece to 
avenge his injury, and 
thus began the war. 
Achilles was the gr·eat 
warrior on the Greek 
side, and Ulysses was 
also a Greek famous 
for his wiBdom. 

Many scholars, how
ever, hold t hat the 
poems were not corn
posed by a single 
person, and were not 
written unt il centuries 
after t hey took the 
form in which we know 
them. It is almost 
certain t hat they were 
long handed down 
from memory, as t here 
is little evidence t hat 
writing was practised 
in Greece at so early 
a period. 
A Poetical Syndicate ? 

One theory of their 
authorship is that they 
are the work or com
pilation of a company 
of poets or minstrels, 
who composed, col
lected , and handed 
down in this form the 
legends of the Trojan 
War. The IHad and 
th e Ody ssey are 
sometimes attributed 
to different writers, and 
sometimes to early 
and later periods of 
Homer's genius. 

Paris, the handsome son of Priam, Kinp; of Troy, stole away 
Helen, the beautiful wife of Menelaus, King of Sparta. When 
Helen refused to return, Menelaus summoned all the princes 
of Greece to avenge his injury, and thus gave rise to the 

Th e Greek war 
about Troy forms t he 
basis of the poems. 
The Iliad tells the 
story of " the wrath 
of Achilles," while the 
Odyssey relates the 
many adventures of 
Odysseus (Ulysses) on 
his voyage home. Even 
though the poems con
tain only a shadow of 
historical fact, scholars 
owe a great ·debt to 
them for the informa
tion they furnish con
cerning early life in 
the lands about the 
~gean Sea. Excava
-, icns by Schliemann 
and others on the site 
of Troy and elsewhere 
have abundantly con
firmed the information 
from the poems. (;.9ee 
.LEgean Civilization ; 
Schliemann, He;nrich.) 

One does not need Trojan war. 

But the question of the authorship of the 
Iliad and the Odyssey is of little importance 
beside the poems t hemselves, which are the 
greatest epics of any age or country. Later 
poets, both ancient and modern, and in all 
lands have paid homage to the master, whom 
Tennyson called " the Ionian father of the rest." 
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. to be a scholar to 
appreciate the wonderful stories in H omer , for 
they appeal to all, young and old alike. The boy 
or girl who reads the poems in translation or 
paraphrase cannot miss the charm of the story, 
or fail to be interested in the heroic characters, 
as he follows them through the stirring ba.ttle 
sc~nes of the Iliad and through the many and 
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