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I HYMNS 
• 

HYMNS. The singing of hymns that express 
feelings of adoration, praise, or religious fer
vour has always occupied a prominent place 
in Christian worship. But hymns are older 
than Christianity. The Greeks had their hymns, 
and the Psalms of David, or at least some of 
them, are really hymns. It is said that 
Hilary, Bishop of Aries, composed the first 

_ Far;}ous Hymn Writers j 

The story of the origin of some of-our most 
popular hymns is in many instances very 
interesting. Who would ever have thought 
that the Rev. S. Baring Gould's " Onward, 
Christian Soldiers," composed as it was for 
the occasion of a Yorkshire Sunday School 
procession, would emerge from that obscurity 
and become one of the most popular hymns 

in the whole world 1 Christian hymn about A.D. 
431. Strictly speaking, a 
hymn is an original com
position in verse composed 
for the purpose. A ver
sification of the Psalms of 
David is called a psalm, 
and from other parts of 
Scripture a paraphrase. 

AN EARLY WRITER OF HYMNS . The beautiful hymn 
" Abide with Me " was 
written by the Rev. I!enry 
Francis Lyte, the clergyman 
at Brixham, Devonshire, in 
1847, two months before his 
~eath, and no doubt it was 
the consciousness of his 
failing health that inspired 
the beautiful words.-

The popularity of hymns 
arises from the fact that 
they furnish a religious 
congregation with the op
portunit.y to take an active 
part in the service, instead 
of being merely listeners 
to a preacher. 

" Swift to its close ebbs out 
life's little day." 

This faithful minister had 
preached his last sermon in 
his beloved church, had 
said farewell to his flock of 
hardy fishermen, who loved 
him like a father, and had 
returned home to muse on 
the past and the future. 
And as he sat, and con
templated the nearness of 
his end, the inspiration of 
" Abide with Me " came to . 

him in a moment. He 
wrote the words down and 
gave them into the care of 
his wife, and when the news 
of his death came to Brix
ham a few weeks later, the 
hymn was brought out, and 
his parishioners sang it for 
the first tjme in the parish 
church. 

As early as 633 the use 
of hymns was sanctioned 
in churches, and since that 
tiro e religious poets and 
versifiers have been pour
ing out a stream of hymns, 
some of which have gained 
world-wide popularity. In 
our church hymnals to-day 
there are translations from 
Latin and Greek hymns of 
the early Christian Church. 
Other hymns, again, in 
common use are from the 
German, as for example 
''Now thank we all our 
God." Luther did much 
to promote the use of 
hymns in the German Pro
testant Church. Amongst 
the great English hymn 
writers a foremost place 
must be given to Charles 
and John W esley, I saac 
Watts and William Cow
per. English hymns have 
been translated into every 

This is a statue of Martin Luther, the leader of 
the Protestant Reformation in Germany. He wrote 

several hymns, both words and music. 

It is said that the first 
verse of '' Our blest Re
deemer, ere He breathed," 
came to the composer when 
she was musing by her 
window in a house at Hod
desdon, Hertfordshire. As 
she had no pen or paper 
handy, she scratched the . 

language, and are sung by Christian converts 
of all nationalities from one end of the world to 
the other. Perhaps the most popular hymns in 
the language are " Onward, Christian Soldiers," 
"Rock of Ages," "Nearer, my God, to Thee," 
and "Jesu, lover of my soul " ; while one of the 
first hymns little children learn to sing is that 
sweet melody, ''Lord, a litt le band and lowly.',' 

words on the window - pane with the dia
mond in her ring. There the words remained 
for years after the hymn had become widely 
known all over the world. 

Another famous and beautiful hymn, "Lead, 
Kindly Light," was written in peculiar circum
stances. It was composed in an orange boat in 
the Mediterranean in 1833, byCardi.nal Newman. 
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