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the Americans command of the sea. Shut up 
by land and sea, Cornwallis, after a twenty 
days' siege, had to surrender his army of 7,000 
men (Octob-er 
19, 1781). 

This victory 
at Yorktown 

,__ __ ~_N_D_E_P END EN C E f 

The result of the war was not merely to set 
up a new and independent republic across the 
Atlantic it was much wider in. its influence. 

It gave a 
great stimu
lus to the 
movement 

was decisive. for liberty all 
" The play is o v e r t h e 
over," wrote world,andin-
Lafa yet t e; deed helped 
and when the Englishmen 
news reached at home to 
Lord North, secure politi-
the head of . cal reforms 
theBritish that other-
M i n i s t r y wise might 
since 1770,he have been 
too cried, "It July 4, I776. The Declaration of Indepen- Dec. 25, 1776. Washington crosses the long in corn
is all over." dence is adopted by the united colonies. Delaware by night to surprise the Hessians. ing. 
A new ministry, more favour- Its influence can also be dis-
able to the colonists, took the , tinctly traced in the revolt of 
place of North's cabinet. · the Spanish colonies, which, 

It was nearly two years, within 40 years, converted all 
however, before the final these former dependencies 9f 
treaty of peace was signed. South and Central America 
In part the delay was due to into independent states, with 
the opposition of France to their feet firmly planted in 
the claims of the Americans, _;.t. I. the path of liberty and self-
which they regarded as ex- government. 
cessive. Finally, the American The war. that won freedom 
representatives, Ben j a m in for America made at the same 
Franklin, John Jay, and John time a deep impression on the 
Adams, took matters into history of the whole world. It 
their own hands and signed a may truthfully be described 
preliminary treaty of peace Dec. 26, 1776·-The Hessian general, Rahl, is as a revolution that made for 

mortally wounded at the battle of Trenton. 
with Great ·progress, and 
Britain (N ov- . the names of 
ember 30, · those who 
1782), with- played the 
out consult- leading parts 
ing France. rank high in 

Nearly a Americanhis-
year later the tory. Wash-
final treaty ington and 
"rith Britain GeneralGates 
was signed at live in the af-
Paris ( Sept- f e c t i o n of 
e m b er 3, their c o u n .. 
1783). It re- trymen, while 
cognized the the civil re-
independence presentatives 
of the thir- Oct. 17, 1777. General Gates receives tne Oct. 19, 1781. Cornwallis's surrender at who had the 
teen colonies surrender of Burgoyne at.Saratoga Springs. Yorktown puts an end to the war. c 
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and granted them all the land ·east of the Mis- take the matter into their own hands and sign 
sissippi except Florida, which was returned to the preliminary treaty Benjamin Franklin, 
Spain to compensate her for her failure to John Jay and John Adams wrote themselves 
recover Gibraltar. Favourable terms were also into the history of their country. The one black 
granted the United States concerning the fish- spot in the story was the dastardly attempt of 
eries off Newfoundland, and on other points. Benedict Arnold to surrender West Point . 
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