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T h is picture takes you into the very heart of the story of India. It presents two of the m ost important aspects of
that mysterious land its crowded population and the powerful influence of its ancient religions. For here we see a
dense throng of pilgrims bathing in the Ganges River near the city of Benares. From all parts of India they have come
to wash away their sins in the "sacred waters." Back they will go, probably scattering broadcast the germs of plague
and cholera. Before the conservatism of the East, Western civilization still stands almost helpless, unable to penetrate
the ranks of this vast army of people, unable to teach them the laws of health or sway them from their age-old customs.

A land of fas. Extent. North to south, 1,900 miles; east to west, 2,ooo poverty reigns for the
cinating and infinite miles. Area, about I,8oo,ooo square miles. Population, most part. Thousands
about 3 I 9, ooo, ooo.
variety is India, which Fhysical Features. Him~laya Mountains, the highest in die of starvation almost
the world (2o,ooo to 29,000 feet) ; Vindhya Range and
thru St S I ' 900 m 1· 1 e S
Eastern and Western Ghats, inclosing the Deccan plateau; every year, and thoudownward f r 0 m the
deserts in Sind and Rajputana. Principal rivers: Indus, sands more, weakened
Himalaya Mountajns in..
Ganges, and Brahmaputra.
by
hunger,
fall
victjms
Prodr.t.ccs. Millet, rice, wheat, barley, oil-seeds, cotton,
to the Indian Ocean,
jute, sugar, indigo, coco-nuts, tobacco, tea and opium, to the plague.
and is inhabited by cotton and silk manufactures, metal work; coal, gold,
A broad view of the
and petroleum.
a lmOSt one- fifth 0 f th e Chief Ctties. Calcutta . (1,327,ooo population), Bombay country shows four sephuman race.
(1,176,ooo), Madras (527,000), Hyderabad (404,000), and arate and well-defined
And what contrasts
Delhi, the capital (3o4,ooo).
regions. The mountain
History. Aryan invasion, about 1500 B.C.; rise to Buddhism,
among these crowded 6th century B . C. ; Alexander the Great's conquest of the and hill districts of the
people ! They are dinorth-west, 327 B.c. ; Mohammedan conquest, A.D. 1001 ; Himalayan ranges, and
vided · into numerous establishment of Mogul Empire, 1526 ; English East India the slopes of the Af..
Company obtained trading posts at Madras (1639),
races and clans ; they
Bombay (1668), and Calcutta (1696) ; battle of Pla.Ssey ghanistan
and Baluestablished British supremacy over the French, 1757 ;
speak more than loo diSexpansion of British India, 1774-1856; Indian Mutiny, chistan highlands form
tinct languages and 1857; British Crown takes over government from East the northern and northdialects ; they profess
India Company, 1858.
western borders. Then
countless shades of religious beliefs ; they are come the great river plains of the Indus, the
split into more than 2,000 social castes; and Ganges, and the lower Brahmaputra, forming a
they are grouped into more than 700 provinces broad belt from the h ead of the Arabian Sea to
and petty states. Despite their civilization the head of the Bay of Bengal.
r eaching back 5,000 years, more than 90 per
Next is the great tableland known as the
cent. of these people cannot r ead or write in any Deccan , which includes the southern half of
language. Some of the more powerful Indian India ; it is bounded by the range of hills
princes, with their secret stores of gold and known as the Eastern Ghats (literally, " stepsilver and precious stones are among the most ping stones'') sloping down to the Coromandel
wealthy men in the world ; yet unbelievable Coast, and by the Western Ghats descending
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