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. The political divi
sions of southern 
India are more con
fused than are those 
of the north. The 
Bombay Presidency 
includes the Sind re
gion and more than 
350 small n a t i v e 
states. Its chief city 
i s B o m b ay , the 

. second largest in 
India. East of the 

, Bombay Presidency 
lie the native stateE · 
of the Central India 
Agency and the Cen
tral Provinces under 
direct British rule . 
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INDIAN A RT 
On the left is the famous 
carved gate at Bhilsa. 
It dates back many cen-
turies before the Chris-

. tian era, and is· con
sidered one of the finest 
specimens of Bu ddhist 
art. This gateway stands 
at one of the f·our en
trances of the Sanchi 
Tope, the oldest his
torical ruin in India. 
The second picture shows 
the pillars in a r. Delhi . 
tern pie. s~~h carving. 'is·, ~ 

typical of Hindu art~ 
4•.,. 

The cities of Gwalior in the north and 
Nagpur in the south are the most im
portant. Farther south and occupying 
the very heart of the Deccan are the 
dominio:rts of the Nizam of Hyderabad, 
the largest and most populous of the native 
states. 
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When the Monsoon Blows J 
. 

The monsoons are the salvation of the mil-
lions in India who live on the fruits of the soil. 
There are two of these winds, the " great " or 
south-west monsoon, which blows from June to 
Octo her ; and the " lesser " or north-east m on
soon, which blows during November ·and De
cember (see Winds). A good monsoon season 
means plenty of food for Indi~, a bad monsoon 
means starvation, misery, and death for thou
sands of helpless victims. 

In general, southern .India enjoys ·a more 
equable climate than the river plains or moun

• 

tain regions. The latter are subject to 
extreme& of heat and cold, dryness and 
moisture. In the Sind and the Thar 
desert- are places where day after day 
in the summer the thermometer reaches 
110° in the shade, and a variation of 
70° in a d ay is not uncommon . 

The scourge of malaria and other '' In
dian. fevers" claim a greater number of 
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The Madras Presidency, the largest of 
the Brit:lsh provinces, begins south of the 
Bengal district, includes the whole east 
coast to Cape Comorin, .and extends to 
the west coast, almost completely sur
rounding the large native state of Mysore 
(capital, Bangalore) and crowding the 
states of Oochin and Travancore into the 
south-west corner. This region, especially 
the Carna tic, is rich in historic traditions. 
The city of lVIadras is the third largest in 
India, and extends for some distance along 
the Ooromandel coast ; while among the 
other important places may be men
tioned Madura Trichinopoly, Calicut, 
Mysore, Nagapat um and Cuddalore. 

The great Pagoda ·at Tanjore, in the Province of Madras, is 200 

feet high and is one of the most striking examples of temple archi
tecture in India. Its walls are covered with thousands of elaborately 

sculptured figures . 
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