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I ITALY 

Greeks, and Carthaginians Goths, Vandals, Lombards, 
Saracens, and Normans all flowed over the land, leaving 
traces of their blood in the Italians of to-day. 

Following the downfall of the Roman Empire in the 
West (see Roman History) and the fleeting rule of the 
barbarian kings, Odoacer the Herulian and Theodoric 
the Ostrogoth, came an equally fleeting reunion of Italy 
with the Eastern Empire (see Justinian I). The Frankish 
conquests of the Lombards by Charlemagne (see Charle
magne) and his coronation at Rome in A.D. 800 checked 
for a time the breaking-up of Italy, to be resumed with 
the rise of feudalism. 

The "Iron Crown" of Italy 
The refounding of the medireval empire by the Saxon 

Otho I (in 962), and his assumption of the" Iron Crown" 
of Italy, brought only nominal union of that land with 
Germany (see Holy Roman Empire). Even the rise of 
the powerful city states Florence, Venice, Genoa, Milan, 
and their fellows h elped on the diVision and weakness 
by adding yet another important factor to the age·-long 
conflict of Papacy and Empire. The epoch of French 
and Spanj.sh rivalries for Italy began with the triumphal 
raid of Charles VIII of France through the peninsula to 
Naples, in 1494. It closed with t h e recognition of the 
Spanish rule of Charles V over Sicily, Naples, and Milan, 
in 1544. 

Thenceforth the bustling Greek-like cities of Italy, in 
which the Italian Renaissance had flowered in master
pieces of literature, art, and science, stood still under 
petty ducal houses. French Bourbons supplanted 
Spanish kings in Sicily and Naples in 1738; and the 
French Revolution and the conquests of Napoleon for 
a time overwhelmed the peninsula like an avalanche. 
But Bourbons and petty dukes alike came back in 1815, 
with the added incubus of Austrian rule in Lombardy and 
Venetia. It was only the mighty labours of Mazzini, 
Cavour, Garibaldi, and Victor Emmanuel, in the glorious 

· time of the Risorgimento ("the Reawakening") that 
finally brought to Italy the blessing of freedom and unity 
which it now enjoys and should continue to enjoy . 
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IVAN I 

IVAN, GRAND DuKES AND TsARS oF RussiA. 
Six rulers of Russia have borne the name 
"Ivan," the Russian for John. Some of them 

· ruled before the country was called Russia, and 
they were known as the Grand Dukes of Moscow. 
The foundation of the modern state of Russia 
was the work of the third and fourth rulers of 
the name. 

IvAN Ill, who ruled from 1462 to 1505, freed 
his country from the Tartars by refusing to 
pay tribute to the Great Khan. He conquered 
the wealthy city of Novgorod and annexed it 
with other cities and states to his dominion. 

He took the title of emperor and adopted the 
double-headed black eagles as the Russian arms. 
He fostered art and learning, encouraged in
dustry, and was responsible for the introduction 
of civil laws. Because of the importance of 
his work he is known as "I van the Great." 

A Man of Great Power 
IvAN IV, during his reign from 1533 to 1584, 

earned the title of the " Terrible " by the in
sane cruelty he manifested at times. Once in 
a fit of anger he killed his own son. But I van 
IV, like I van the Great, was also a man of great 
power. He extended his ·dominions south to 
Astrakhan on the Caspian Sea and north to the 
White Sea, and on the east he added Siberia. 
In 1547 he formally took the title of Tsar 
(Cresar), and laid the foundation of the auto
cratic government under which Russia was 
ruled for nearly four centuries. 

. . 
THE ·BEAUTIFUL LAKE IN THE SNOW-TOPPED MOUNTAINS 

Perhaps the most beautiful among the famous lakes of northern Italy is the Lake of Como. It' winds its long and narrow way , 
among the rugged mountains, refl~cting the bluest of blue skies. The great Roman poet Virgil made it the subject of his 
song, and poets have been singing about it and painters painting it ever since. The shores are bordered by splendid villas, 
such as those you see in this picture. It doesn't always look so placid, however, for it is subject to sudden and violent storms. 
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