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IVORY 

art of- the 13th and 14th centuries are distin
guished· for their beauty. Ivory mirror-cases, 
caskets for jewellery or toilet purposes, and oth~r 

LITTLE THINGS MADE OF IVORY 

Here are some of the numerous articles that are produced 
from ivory: chess-men, paper-knives, dice, draughts, and other 
things. On the left is the base of a large tusk, on the right 

a small tusk, and in the centre two slabs cut lengthwise. 
-

articles were carved with scenes from real life 
or illustrations of the romances, which set forth 
vividly the dress and customs of the times. 
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IVY 

IVY. About 50 comparatively hardy vines 
growing in moderately cool .regions of the Nor:
thern Hemisphere, ·whiGh botanically differ 
rather widely from one another, are called by 
this name. They c1im b by means of sucker-like 
discs which attach themselves to walls and trees 
or by means of close .twining t endrils. The 

. waxy dark-green leaves of the common or 
English ivy turn to vivid hues of scarlet and 
yellow in the autumn, as do those of most other 
varieties. The small gre~nish flowers are suc
ceeded by smooth black or yellow berries. 
Contrary to common belief, ivy does not 
ordinarily injure its means of support . 

A Symbol of Clinging Love · 
The ivy has always been a symbol of the 

clinging love of woman. The altar of Hymen, 
the Greek god of marriage, whose blessing was 
invoked at every wedding, was kept green with 
ivy. When· Isolde, in the old Irish legend ot 
Tristan and Isolde, immortalized in W agner's 
opera, died lamenting the death of Tristan, 
King Mark, in his anger, buried them apart; 
but an ivy growing from the breast of Tristan 
met another growing from the grave of Isolde, 
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Vegetable ivory is 
a material resembling 
ivory, obtained from 
a palm, native to tro
pical South America, 
which throws up 
beautiful leaves like 
ostrich feathers, 10 
to 20 fe et high, and 
sometimes r eaching a 
height of 35 to 40 
feet. It flourishes in 
the plains of the 
Peruvian Andes, and 
is also found in Co
lombia along the 
banks of the river 
Magdalena and vari
ous other parts of 
South America. It 
is one of the most 
delightful of all the 
palm famHy. The 

LEAVES AND BERRIES OF THE CLIMBING IVY 

• 

fruit, about as large 
as a man's head, con· 
tains numerous nuts 
or seeds, called corozo 
or tagua nuts, which, 
when ripe, are so 
hard that they make 
a valuable substitute 
for ivory. 

. 

-._. These hard nuts are 
roughly triangular in 
s ha p e and usually 
about the size of a Everybody is familiar with this hard¥ climbing shrub, so often seen tightly clinging to the walls 

1 1 T h of churches, houses, and other buildings. Here you can see the leaves and the fruit, which is a 
arge P urn. e Y b I bl · h t b h fl · · are much used for erry. vy ooms tn t eau umn, ut t e ower 1s not very noticeable. 

buttons, umbrella handles, and similar purposes. There and the two .vines, entwinjng, convinced the 
~re also various artificial compounds which resemble king that the union of the lovers was pure 
ivory, su ch as celluloid and xylonite. Bonzoline and 
other substitutes for ivory are now. extensively used for and undying, and caused him to repent of his 
making biJliard-balls. anger and bury them together. 
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