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JAMAICA. With her dreamy palm-fringed 
coves and cloud-capped mountains rising out 
of the turquoise waters of the Caribbean Sea, 
Jamaica to-day, as in the days when Columbus 
exclaimed over its beauty, is a fairy garden 
blooming in perpetual summer. 

But Jamaica (whose Indian name Xaymaca 
means "island of fountains ") is not merely a 
tourist wonderland of fields flaming with orchids, 
iris, passion-flowers, poppies, and wild pansies ; 
of sparkling streams and jungle-lands of palms, 
bamboos, and giant ferns, where cuckoos, 
humming-birds, parrots, and many-coloured 
butterflies endlessly flutter. 
- It is a land of rich commercial resources as 

well, with its luxuriant lowland plantations, 

• 

voyage, in 1494, and 15 years later it was 
settled by the Spaniards. In 1655 it was con
quered by an expedition sent out by Cromwell, 
and has since become an English colony. 

In the early days the island was a favourite 
haunt of pirates. During the 18th century 
more than 600,000 negroes were imported to 
work on the plantations as slaves, and many 
terrible insurrections took place. Slavery was 
abolished and the slaves liberated in 1834. 

Mainly Peopled by Negroes 
The inhabitants now are about 77 per cent. 

negroes, 20 per cent. half-castes, . less than 
2 per cent. whites, and the rest East Indian 
coolies, imported as plantation labourers, and 
Chinese. The government is in the hands of a 

its gleaming gold and 
emerald fruit trees : TYPICAL PRODUCTS OF JAMAICA 

Governor, . a Privy 
Council, and a partially 
elective Legislative 
Council. Population, 
about 8£0,000. 
JAMES, KINGS OF 
ENGLAND. Only two 
rulers of England have 
borne the name of 
J ames. The hatred 
which was felt for the 
second of thes~, be
cause of _his attempt to 
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and its weird dusky 
mountain forests of 
moss - hung logwood, 
satinwood, mahogany, 
rosewood, and ebony . 

· Jamaica exports chiefly 
bananas, coco-nuts, 
logwood (used for dye
ing), logwood extract, 
sugar, coffee, rum, 
c o c o a , allspice or 
Jamaica pepper (the 
berry of an evergreen 
tree), and her famous 
Jamaica ginger. 
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rule despotically and 
restore the Catholic re
ligion, is probably one 
reason why the . name 
has fallen into disuse. Although this largest 

and most important of 
the British West Indies 
is singularly free from 
venomous snakes and 
dangerous animals (for 
only a few wild pigs 
and an occasional alli
gator are found here), 
it has suffered severely 
from earthquakes and 
hurricanes. In 1907 
an earthquake largely 
destroyed Kingston, its 
capital, and killed over 
600 people, and a dis

The bananas, the ultra-black negresses, and the broad-brimmed 
straw hats are all typical of the richly endowed British colony. 
The pictur.e shows a "fruit store" a little space screened off in 
the market-place, where the" merchant,, sits and sells her wares. 

JAMES I, who was 
king of England 
from 1603 to 1625, 
was already King 
J ames VI of Scotland 
when he came to the 
English throne as the 
first of the Stuart line 
(see Stuart). He was 
the son of the unfor
tunate Mary Queen of 
S c o t s , and of her 
second husband, the 
dissolute J ames Stuart, 
Lord Darnley (see Mary 

astrous cyclone ravaged the western part of 
the island in 1912. 

The Chief Commercial Port 
. Jamaica lies about 90 miles south of Cuba on 

the main ship route between the Panama Canal 
and Europe and the Atlantic states of America . 
It is 144 miles long, 40 miles wide, with an area 
of 4,207 square miles, and has many good har
bours, of which Port Royal, the chief com
mercial port, is the best. 

It was discovered by Colum bus on his second 

Stuart, Queen of Scots). Born in Edinburgh 
Castle in 1566, he became kmg of Scotland the 
following year when his mother was forced to 
abdicate. During his minority he was a prize 
to be fought for by rival lords who claimed the 
regency, and by contending French and English 
factions. In 1582 he was seized by the Earl 
of Gowrie and the Protestant party and held 
captiv.e for a year. Upon his escape he began to 
govern in reality. 

As a boy the young king was sickly, and he 
. 
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